Report on Assessment is for Learning Project

	School

Millburn Academy


	SMT Contact

Yvonne Cairns

	Timescale of the project

200 minutes
	Pupils: Age/Stage/Number

S2; 32 pupils

	Staff involved

Andrena Ballantyne (English Department)


	Aims of the project

· to use Traffic Lighting to enhance formative assessment in S2 Homework programme

Focus 1 - to encourage more whole class participation

Focus 2 - to assess – and increase, if necessary - the effectiveness of  teaching and learning




	How the project worked out

· The class had to write a piece of dialogue as part of the S2 homework programme. 

Before this task was issued, 

· the relevant skills were recapped (whole class discussion)

Then

· pupils completed task as homework

· the skills were broken down into 3 groups: punctuation, paragraphing and the use of narrative and dialogue and each was self-assessed using Traffic Lighting (green card: skill mastered; amber card: mostly mastered; red card: still uncertain) 

· overall confidence in writing dialogue was also self-assessed, using Traffic Lighting




	Evidence

The end result was extremely pleasing:

· pupil motivation was increased 

· involvement was increased –including amongst pupils often too reticent to ask for support

· targeting of specific skills to be developed in specific pupils was made easy through the use of pupil self-assessment by Traffic Lighting

· the quality of pupils’ writing of dialogue was significantly improved

· pupils were more interested in sharing their written work than ever before




	Other observations / Recommendations for future developments

· Pupils were extremely engaged; my fear of reticence on the part of the pupils as to using the cards was unfounded.

· This method took less time to employ than other, more conventional forms of assessment.

· Use of cards, as opposed to pens, promoted more of a sense of participation which brought about other benefits, already outlined.

· It is my intention to integrate Traffic Lighting as a method of formative assessment into other areas of 5-14 course and also to experiment with its use on classes further up the school. 


