Report on Assessment is for Learning Project

Abernethy Primary School

February to April 2004

Primary 1 to 7

Staff G. McMillan [P1,2] S. Evans [P3,4,5] H.Edge [P5,6,7]

Aims of the project
To focus on the use of questioning by teachers.

To evaluate the effectiveness of questioning.

To investigate pupil perceptions of the role of questioning in their learning.

How the project worked out

Questionnaires were given to the pupils. This provided the staff with pupil feedback on how they perceived the purpose and quality of questioning. This led staff to evaluating and discussing how they questioned their pupils.

Staff from all participating schools then met for an In-service day. Where the ‘How do they walk on sand?’ Using Questions to Help Pupils Learn was studied and discussed.

The day also enabled teachers from the same stage to compare and evaluate their own experiences.

The knowledge gained from the In-service day led to staff attempting to make better and more effective use of questioning in their teaching.
Staff observed each other. Feedback was given on how they had used questioning. There was a focus on the use of open and closed questions, the use of thinking time, involving all pupils and responding to pupil answers.

The staff also made a conscious effort to involve the pupils in making up their own questions. One of the aims here was to encourage pupils to think about what they want to find out about. This has been particularly relevant to topic work and individual research further up the school.

Staff were involved in a further meeting with colleagues teaching at the same level. This was an invaluable experience as it allowed staff to exchange ideas and resources etc.

Evidence
Teachers have attempted to alter their method of questioning. There has been a narrow but important focus on this aspect of the lesson. 
Pupils more involved in making up their own questions. The school has been involved in a course on Reading for Information this session. The use of questioning in that lesson has tied in with the school’s focus.

Recommendations 
Provision should have been made for the group to review and evaluate the work of the project at a later date. 
