Report on Assessment is for Learning Project

	School: 
Alness Academy


	SMT Contact: 
Margaret Horner

	Timescale of the project:  
5 weeks
	Pupils: Age/Stage/Number

Standard Grade S3 - 2 classes (G/C and G/F)

	Staff involved: 
Pat McHarg, Shona Davidson and Lorna MacLeod


	Aims of the project

· To assess the impact of teaching pupils about learning styles on their attitude towards work and to themselves.

· To discover the impact on our formative assessment practice.


	How the project worked out

There were seven stages to our project:

1. We set up a team of two English teachers, Shona and Lorna, and a Support For Learning teacher, Pat.

2. We decided to teach the pupils about learning styles after considerable discussion about how much to teach them. We settled on Visual, Auditory and Kinaesthetic (VAK) learning styles (after Bandler, Grinder and Grinder, Neuro-Linguistic Programming.)

3. The pupils completed an attitude questionnaire before we taught them about VAK.

4. We taught three lessons - one for each learning style and used VAK methods in each lesson. The pupils were given a log-book to complete after each lesson. We hoped that the pupils would note down what they had been taught and how they were taught. This represents meta learning and meta teaching as, not only were the pupils learning, but they were also thinking about how they had learned.

5. The pupils also completed an online questionnaire about their learning style. This was very interesting because it opened up discussion about whether the results were accurate or not. 

The online questionnaire also led to discussions about revision/study techniques.

6. Once we had taught the VAK lessons we moved on to teach the class about topic sentences, using all three learning styles. The final task was to write an essay and the pupils completed a mind map before they wrote a standard grade folio writing piece. The essay required the pupils to assess the experience and its usefulness.

7. The pupils then took the attitude questionnaire again so that we could assess the impact of the project.


	Evidence

The aim of the project was to improve the pupils' attitude to English. This can be seen through:

· The attitude questionnaire. We found there was a slight improvement in attitude after completing the lessons e.g. In one class, in response to the statement ' The teacher expects my best work', there was a shift from most of the class agreeing to all of the class agreeing.

· Ethos. We felt that the general ethos in the class had improved.

· The report. From their reports it was clear that the classes enjoyed learning about learning styles. In one report a pupil wrote: "Now that I know about which learning styles suit me I know they can help me revise for my prelims and other subjects around the school; this will be useful to get me better grades to pass my prelims and to get a better chance in life."


	Other observations / Recommendations for future developments

1. All the staff involved in the project really enjoyed the Action Research.  It has definitely encouraged us to reflect on our practice and to vary our approaches in both teaching and assessment.

2.  Spin-offs included:

· whole department agreeing to adopt unit after some changes to the unit to incorporate multiple intelligences and thinking skills strategies 

· desktop reference triangles for self-assessment have been developed and put into use in all classrooms;

· more tactile / kinaesthetic strategies have been employed in formative assessment and reinforcement 

· various other formative assessment strategies have been tried in a variety of situations.

3.  Pupils were encouraged to think about the link between learning styles and revision techniques and to see the links with other subjects.

4.  Shona and Lorna have had the opportunity to share the project with all Highland probationers and the team will also present their action research to a whole school inset in November.

5.  All materials produced are available on this website.


