Report on Assessment is for Learning Project

	School
Culloden
	SMT Contact
Mrs J MacDonald

	Timescale of the project

6 weeks
	Pupils: Age/Stage/Number
S1 General Science

	Staff involved

P Murdoch


	Aims of the project
To improve formative assessment within an S1 General Science class using Working Inside the Black Box in order to improve the learning and teaching experience for all,  especially the low achievers in the class.  Changes included use of traffic lights, peer assessment, pupils making up homeworks.


	How the project worked out
TRAFFIC LIGHTS proved successful.  A number of learning outcomes were discussed and the class were asked to traffic light them.  The greens were then teamed up with the ambers to help them and I spent my time with the reds.  I found this the best way to traffic light as I found with daily use of traffic lighting one pupil was constantly on red and each talk within the lesson was being focussed on him.
PUPILS COMPILED HOMEWORK.  The class were asked to pair up and each pair was asked to write down 5 questions on a topic we had just covered.  I took these questions in and used a question from each pair to compile a homework for the class.  Each question had the names of the pupils who compiled it attached.  Every member of the class remained on task and there was a good turnout of homework and the questions were very well attempted.

PEER ASSESSMENT was a good way to initiate group discussions, but I did find that pupils wanted a mark for their work.  This is something I may need to work on with future classes.


	Evidence
· Pupils were engaged in tasks, especially making up of homeworks (all pupils were involved in the task and there was a real buzz in the classroom)
· Good turnout of homeworks and well attempted

· Improvement in attainment (end of topic test marks improved)

· Positive feedback from pupils about traffic lighting and peer assessment




	Other observations / Recommendations for future developments
· Have started traffic lighting with Standard Grade Chemistry classes and will make this part of my day-to-day teaching

· Will encourage peer assessment in certain areas of the course

· The project seemed to lead me towards a direct interactive teaching style, with less resource-based learning

· Informal conversations with colleagues in the school have prompted them to try using traffic lights


