Report on Assessment is for Learning Project

	School
Deshar Primary
	SMT Contact
Aileen Grant

	Timescale of the project

February – April 2004
	Pupils: Age/Stage/Number
Age ; 3 – 12

Stage: P1/2/3, P4/5, P6/7

	Staff involved

Aileen Grant, Wendy Munro, Kirsten Beange, Liz Amphlett, Bill Sadler, Patsy Burr, Caroline Rafferty,

Janice Dobbie, Audrey Taylor, Anne Forwood, Tricia Fletcher, Pamela Rattray


	Aims of the project
· To develop use of questioning within the class to promote thinking skills
· To increase the use of questions as a forum/tool for assessment


	How the project worked out
· The entire cluster group of Grantown, Abernethy, Carr-Bridge and Deshar Primaries got together for an in-service day to increase awareness of the need to use questioning more effectively within class.
· Teachers/pupils completed a questionnaire which highlighted the mismatches between teachers’ and pupils’ perceptions of the use of questioning.

· Teachers were encouraged to use tools such as thinking time, traffic lights, pupils creating their own questions, use of discussion pairs/trios and groups as a way of reporting ideas.
· Cluster meetings with teachers at similar stages enabled staff to share findings and ideas.  Everyone felt that they benefited from this.


	Evidence
· Teacher observations
· Teacher/pupil questionnaires pre and post project

· Improved questioning skills – teachers and pupils.


	Other observations / Recommendations for future developments
· Taking stock and evaluating current practice enabled teachers to reflect and having time out of class allowed them to improve on current practise.

· Learning has become more hands-on and less constrained to worksheets

· We would like time in the future for reflection and review

· It was good to work with other teachers at the same stage, as teachers in small schools can feel isolated and this allows a professional forum to discuss and share ideas.


