Report on Assessment is for Learning Project

	School
Dingwall Primary School - Gaelic Medium classes


	SMT Contact
Mr RF Mackenzie

	Timescale of the project

September-December 2003
	Pupils: Age/Stage/Number
The project examined PLP approaches for all pupils.

	Staff involved

Head teacher, all four Gaelic Medium staff, Gaelic Medium pupils and parents of pupils in Gaelic Medium classes.


	Aims of the project
To work with parents to evaluate formats for Personal Learning Plans.  
6 parents took part in detailed analysis of different formats.

The results of the project will inform future developments in this area within the school. 

The project was also part of the national AifL Project 9 on reporting to parents and other teachers.


	How the project worked out
This is a summary report.  A more detailed one can be obtained from the school and will form part of the national AifL evaluation of PLPs.
Although the project had originally been to design PLPs for a group of pupils, it was changed to discussing and evaluating PLP formats with a group of parents.
Parents

· wished to receive information on their child’s progress

· but were not so sure about whether the child should be involved in the process

· wanted information on how they can help their child at home

· felt that the present reporting system could be improved
Parents raised various points about the PLPs under consideration:

· Should the PLP be in Gaelic or English?

· Is the audience for the PLP too wide?

· How will time be found to complete the PLP?

· Well teaching time be taken up by discussion with pupils/parents?

· How will young children be able to contribute in a meaningful way to the process?

They were in favour of the principle of the PLP, but had reservations about implementation and usefulness.

All teachers and parents involved were enthusiastic about the way this project had gone.


	Evidence
All teachers involved in the project took part in a Baseline Audit based on Quality Indicator 3:6.

23 out of 49 Gaelic Medium parents completed a questionnaire asking for views on parental involvement in the teaching and learning process.  Several elements of the questionnaire focused on the reporting/PLP issue.
· 6 parents provided detailed comments on exemplar PLPs, considering Information, Clarity, Practicality and their overall impression of each one. 

· They also made general comments on how the school could improve information/communication with parents.  
· Additionally, one parent provided an extended analysis of the PLPs under consideration.


	Other observations / Recommendations for future developments
This project was undertaken as part of on-going national developments in the PLP area.  It will be necessary for schools to reconsider practice in the light of advice which will appear as a result of national developments.

Recommendations from the project:

· A report/target-setting document in November

· A review/follow-up report in May/June.  
· The November report would be discussed with pupils and would allow pupils to personalise the report and add their own feelings, interests, strengths and development needs.

Parents showed a keen awareness of the workload implications for staff and are anxious to ensure that time for teachers to work directly with and for the pupils is maximised.


