Report on Assessment is for Learning Project

	School

Dunvegan Primary
	SMT Contact 
Dolly McInnes

	Timescale of the project

January –May 2004
	Pupils: Age/Stage/Number

P1,2 (13) P6,7 (22)

	Staff involved

Mrs Philippa Nicolson (P1/2) and Miss Katie Murray (P6/7)


	Aims of the project

TEACHER SPECIFIC

· To find a practical yet valuable strategy for dealing with Star Writer marking.

· To make use of a variety of stimuli as models for writing including music, drama, art e.t.c

· To give children more ownership of their learning.

PUPIL SPECIFIC

· Collaborative Aim To use peer and self-assessment to encourage pupil meta-cognition- thinking about the learning process.
· Involve the child in his or her own learning.
· To make children aware of individual learning goals and how to achieve them to develop independent learning skills.
ACTIVITY SPECIFIC

· To identify and develop habits and skills required for participation in peer and self-evaluation.

· To produce a pack of supporting resources: Planners, target boards, evaluation methods.

· To produce evaluation criteria in self and peer assessment relevant to the Dunvegan Star Writer programme.


	How the project worked out

· The process of introducing formative assessment within our Star Writing Programme has proved worthwhile. 

· Strategies such as conferencing plans, traffic lighting as peer and self-evaluation techniques have proved beneficial.

· In both classes children are aware of and able to set learning targets.

· It has led to increased ownership-the children are able to use peer and self-assessment strategies.

· Using peer and self-assessment has produced a practical format for dealing with Star Writer marking.

· Using a wide variety of stimuli as models for writing has clearly resulted in the children becoming more confident in their writing, motivation increasing and a more settled classroom ethos whilst writing. 

· We have produced a pack of supporting resources for all levels to be used as a whole school resource.

·  We have been making small changes to the programme as it has been implemented in P1/2 and P6/7 and have produced evaluation questions for other staff members as they start and become familiar with the new Star Writer programme.




	Evidence

Star Writer books,

Peer evaluation sheets ,  Traffic light sheets, 

Star Writer packs for every level,

Teacher observations / Climate for learning,

CAT meetings- to explain Star Writer programme to other members of staff.


	Other observations / Recommendations for future developments

· Disseminating the Formative Assessment Innovation throughout the whole school in both Gaelic and English classes
· More CAT time needed.

· Audit resources for the upper primary classes.

· Using Formative Assessment ideas within other curriculum areas.




