Report on Assessment is for Learning Project

	School
Smithton Primary
	SMT Contact
David West

	Timescale of the project
February –March 2003
	Pupils: Age/Stage/Number
P6/7      52 pupils

	Staff involved
David West            Loretta Borthwick


	Aims of the project
To focus on determining whether teachers were encouraging pupils to ask questions, how they were doing this and whether pupils’ own questioning was having an impact on their learning. Then go on to use a variety of questioning strategies
· Thinking time and pauses between questions

· Ask fewer and better questions

· Encourage pupils to ask questions

· Use questions to make progressive cognitive demands

· Embed the question early in the learning

· Use recall questions sparingly


	How the project worked out
· Give children time for thinking for answers to questions -3 seconds. Found this difficult to keep to at first, but very important.

· Getting children to come up with their own questions to ask each other e.g. after watching TV programme on Japan, worked very well.

· Marking each other’s work in Maths. Getting children to compare answers and ask each other to justify their answers if they differ has been great – also NO MARKING FOR CLASS TEACHER TO TAKE HOME.

· Have read R. Fisher Poems For Thinking & Stories For Thinking. Very good and user friendly –can cover Circle Time/RE/PSD

· Get children to ‘test’ each other at the end of Maths lessons by coming up with their own questions.

· At the beginning of a ‘materials’ topic, the children had to come up with a definition of what was meant by materials and from that a list of questions that they wanted to find the answers to.

· It has been important for teachers to get together to discuss their practice in the classroom and discuss what has/hasn’t worked.

· Initially teachers were a bit ‘threatened’ - just another initiative - but the fact that we have just been looking at small changes has made us realise that small changes can make a big difference.

· The thought of looking at our own practice could be quite threatening but there is no doubt that this ‘mini project’ has encouraged us to be more reflective.




	Evidence
Teacher observations
Climate for learning

Pupils questionnaires pre/post project


	Other observations / Recommendations for future developments
Will continue project with nursery–P3 teachers next session.
Will try to build in some collective CPD time for professional reflection next session.


