Report on Assessment is for Learning Project

	School
Smithton Primary
	SMT Contact
David West

	Timescale of the project

February – March 2003
	Pupils: Age/Stage/Number
P 4, 4/5, 5

	Staff involved

Caroline McCombie, Janette Chisholm, Anne Fraser


	Aims of the project
To focus on determining whether teachers were encouraging pupils to ask questions, how they were doing this and whether pupils’ own questioning was having an impact on their learning. Then go on to use a variety of questioning strategies

· Thinking time and pauses between questions

· Ask fewer and better questions

· Encourage pupils to ask questions

· Use questions to make progressive cognitive demands

· Embed the question early in the learning

· Use recall questions sparingly



	How the project worked out
Following an Inset day in February the same questionnaire was presented to all three classes. The results of the questionnaire were interesting but had little bearing on how we proceeded.

Strategies tried included

· Thinking time

· Establishing learning targets at onset

· CT not answering own questions or giving clues

· Children devising questions

· Looked at different learning styles

· Mind maps used in story planning and ES assessment and pre-assessment.

Initially CT’s spontaneity was inhibited, but we are all agreed that being involved in this project has impacted positively on our personal and professional development.



	Evidence
Teacher observations

Climate for learning

Pupils questionnaires pre/post project


	Other observations / Recommendations for future developments
Will continue project with nursery –  P3 teachers next session.

Will try to build in some collective CPD time fro professional reflection next session.


