Report on Assessment is for Learning Project

	School

Gairloch High School
	SMT Contact

N C Hulme

	Timescale of the project

Session 2004/5 and on-going
	Pupils: Age/Stage/Number

S1-6

	Staff involved

N C Hulme / Linda Watson


	Aims of the project

To develop lessons in the spirit of AifL. It was decided that the Geography department would try to increase the use of formative assessment throughout its courses by considering the lesson plans in use and adapting them where possible to allow the use of peer and self assessment, improved questioning and feedback. This has been the main focus for this year.


	How the project worked out

The approach to a high proportion of lessons was altered to meet the aims of the project. Additional materials were produced to allow peer and self assessment, consideration was given to questioning with pupils encouraged not to raise hands (particularly in S1/2) and feedback was given rather than marks and grades for many pieces of work, including Standard Grade and Higher classes. 

A flavour of the methods is given below.

Summative assessments (prelims for Higher and S4, and the S3 exam) were used to improve learning and, in particular, to improve exam technique. Answer papers were copied and returned to pupils who were asked to do a variety of tasks:

a. in pairs, look at each other's answers and come up with a model answer then mark each other's script;

b. in class discussion, devise a marking scheme and then mark their own papers;

c. pupils issued with a marking scheme from which they marked their own or their partner's papers.

Each of these techniques was found to be motivating and productive. Pupils were more attentive and constructive during this feedback. These techniques have since been extended to other exam question answering sessions and have been valuable in enhancing the development of pupils' answers.

S1 pupils have been given a series of tasks where they work together in pairs to answer broad questions such as 'Why are people not evenly spread around the world?' having looked at the this is general terms. This approach was positively received and led to better answers especially when it was appreciated that other pairs would be reviewing their work.

A 'maze' (information followed by a question with possible answers leading to another page in a booklet where the correct response took you on to further information and questions but a wrong answer asked you to think again about your response) proved very popular and helped greatly in understanding, in the case used, of Afghanistan's developmental problems. 

Higher pupils spent a great deal of their time working in pairs on questions and tasks. This was time-consuming but pupils found it rewarding.




	Evidence

No formal analysis of the effectiveness of lessons was carried out but the response from pupils was such that it was felt that the adoption of formative assessment was positively received and of benefit to the pupils. 


	Other observations / Recommendations for future developments

This is an on-going project. Time prevented all lessons being adapted though the ideas were always to the fore. It did not prove difficult to transform lessons and it is intended to continue to develop knowledge within the department of other aspects covered in the Highland L&T Toolkit.


