Report on Assessment is for Learning Project

	School
Millburn Academy
	SMT Contact
Yvonne Cairns

	Timescale of the project
5 weeks
	Pupils: Age/Stage/Number
S5/6

	Staff involved
Kevin L Logan


	Aims of the project
Peer and Self Assessment - Jigsaw Project

1
The main of the project was to encourage peer and self assessment with my mixed ability S5/6 Higher mathematics class in a structured way using the AifL 'Jigsaw' strategy.

2
The secondary purpose of the project was to produce a revision pack of the Higher course written by, and for, the pupils.




	How the project worked out
The project was carried out in the 5 weeks between the Easter holidays and the May 2004 exams.  Initially the focus was on reviewing the chapters which would be tested in the 3rd unit test and 2nd prelim - ie the second half of the Higher course.

After explaining the aims of peer and self assessment, we discussed what the structure of each chapter review should look like.  Pupils worked in small groups on the most recent 5 chapters.  This allowed each chapter to be reviewed by two groups.

The first feedback session went very well.  The pupils immediately saw that some reviews were clearer and/or more informative than others.  Pupils were happy to agree to change their work where appropriate.  After this session we agreed that all reviews should have the following structure:-

· bullet points of the main topics in each chapter

· highlight the main ideas and key words

· give examples of standard exam questions

· use 1-2 pages (3rd page needed for some of the more important chapters )

· use diagrams/graphics where appropriate

The chapter reviews were collated and distributed to pupils prior to the 3rd unit test and 2nd prelim.  The pupils stated that they found the reviews to be very helpful.  The pupils did well in both of these tests.

The final part of the project was to review the earlier chapters in the course and produce the complete Higher revision pack.  This involved more than just adding in missing chapters.  Throughout the course I had continually stressed that the Higher consists of three main areas which include chapters from each unit - ie a general review of the course based on the units would not be the most productive way to revise for the final exam.  We produced a folder of chapter reviews for the whole course based on the three main areas.  This complemented in a very concrete fashion the general approach and framework I had used throughout the course.




	Evidence
During the feedback sessions and general class discussions the pupils expressed very positive views about the peer and self evaluation sessions.  After the final revision pack had been produced we had a formal evaluation session at which the pupils completed a questionnaire.  The results were again very positive with almost all pupils stating that they found producing the chapter reviews to be quite easy and finding the discussions with others to be very helpful.  They also stated that they were finding the revision pack to be very useful during the final preparations for the exam.

The Higher results from the class were better than what I had expected.  In September I had a brief review session with some of the pupils from the class who were now in S6.  They all agreed that the project had had a positive impact on their results.  Interestingly, the pupils stated that although the actual revision pack was very helpful, they thought that going through the process of producing and discussing the reviews was probably even more important in helping them clarify and consolidate their thinking.




	Other observations / Recommendations for future developments
I found this strategy to be very simple but highly effective.  Once the pupils had been introduced to the idea and the format agreed, the work involved in producing the reviews fell to the pupils as a homework activity.  The time spent on the evaluation sessions proved to be very worthwhile.

At the same time as I introduced the strategy to my Higher class, I began to use it with my other classes.  By the end of June I had used the strategy extensively with my 3rd year credit class and my SI and S2 classes as preparation for block tests.  I evaluated the strategy with these classes using a modified version of the questionnaire given to the S5/6.  Again the feedback was very positive.

I would warmly recommend this strategy to other teachers, especially with regard to 'content' based subjects or topics.




