Report on Assessment is for Learning Project

	School
Millburn Academy
	SMT Contact
Yvonne Cairns

	Timescale of the project
6 weeks
	Pupils: Age/Stage/Number
S1 English class

	Staff involved
Linda Hamilton along with class teacher and SfL teacher


	Aims of the project
Paired spelling for all
· To give pupils more responsibility in the learning process by using peer assessment

· To give pupils more choice by allowing them to select partners to work with

· To use formative assessment by allowing pupils to choose their words - eg mistakes made in English or new subject vocabulary

· To challenge every pupil to improve their spelling by involving all members of the class

· To improve cooperative working in class by testing each other on a regular basis
AUDIT

All pupils are screened at the start of S1 using the Schonell Diagnostic and Attainment Test.  Those scoring around 54 (spelling age lOy 5m) or less are offered our spelling programme.  This is a voluntary programme, done at home where the words learned are based on pupil errors in the diagnostic test.

Weaknesses
· difficulty in administering programme if SfL teacher not always with class

· fitting in with class teacher’s work plan

· pupils forgetting to bring pack or losing pack

· subject to number diagnosed in one class - ie maximum of 5 or 6 pupils can be involved




	How the project worked out
A verbal and written set of instructions was given to S1 class.  For a period of 6 weeks each pupil noted down correctly five words to learn.  These could be errors made in a piece of writing or new words encountered anywhere in the curriculum.  At a time agreed with the class teacher the whole class checked and marked each other's work.  Any word still spelt incorrectly went on to the next week's list.  A new list of five words was then noted for the following week.


	Evidence
Choosing a partner to work with was acknowledged by twenty three pupils as being a good idea and the same number were not bothered by friends seeing their spelling attempts.  Twenty one were positive about getting to choose their own words; only one pupil suggested that it should be done for them.  It was a 50/50 split when asked if they saw paired spelling as a challenge to improve their spelling/vocabulary.  Fifteen pupils regarded the task as just more homework but also felt that their spelling had improved and an even greater number felt more confident about certain words.  However only five of the twenty four said they would continue to make their own lists.

Teachers' comments

Both the English teacher and SfL teacher working with the class regarded the project as a good idea since it gave all pupils a chance to improve their spelling from the most basic of everyday words to unfamiliar specialist subject vocabulary.  To begin with some silly word choices were made and not all were careful about correctly copying down the words to be learned.  Teachers involved found this a time consuming exercise but nevertheless worthwhile and were happy to take the time to oversee the exercise.




	Other observations / Recommendations for future developments
For this project to succeed the partnership needed to work with both pupils cooperating fully.  Problems occurred when a pupil was absent or when one was less organised than the other.

The class teacher would like to continue with paired spelling beyond the project period.


