Report on Assessment is for Learning Project

	School

Gairloch High School
	SMT Contact

Nevis Hulme

	Timescale of the project

1 month
	Pupils: Age/Stage/Number

S.2 classes

	Staff involved

Beth Hunter


	Aims of the project

The aim of the project was to introduce self and peer assessment in the area of group performing.  This is a notoriously difficult area to assess, as the children are playing a variety of instruments, at a variety of levels, and I am usually accompanying them or recording them.  It is therefore quite difficult for me to observe the pupils, comment on their work, and see any improvement.  In consultation with the pupils themselves, I devised a system where pupils used a sheet (attached) to make comments on their own performance, and the performance of others playing the same instrument.  Time was given to make a second comment after much practice, to see what improvement was made.


	How the project worked out

Pupils took pride in their work, and made real efforts to use the sheets to log improvements.  They also used the sheets in a learning capacity by referring to them during individual practice time, making sure they concentrated on identified areas of difficulty.  They were particularly pleased when their peers noted down improvements.  I therefore had a much better record of the pupils’ instrument choice, performance and improvement, in much more detail than I would be able to do on my own. 

It did lead to this area of the course taking longer than in the past, but this has to be weighed against the advantages which were evident: the pupils knew the music better, cooperated with each other, and in many instances used each other as tutors.  Pupils who had no problems with the music were seen to be helping out their friends, and noting this on the sheets.


	Evidence

I was also impressed by the effect that these sheets had on the performance standards.  As with other areas of formative assessment, it will be difficult to be absolutely certain of this; at the moment, this judgement is based on my own personal memories of similar classes doing the same lesson.

The sheets themselves provide evidence that the work was carried out, and I followed this work up with an evaluation sheet filled in by the pupils;  they were asked to give their opinions on the sheets and what difference, if any, that they had on their work, especially with regard to improvements.

My line manager, Nevis Hulme, observed these sheets ‘in action’, and wrote a report on his observations.


	Other observations / Recommendations for future developments

After this project, I have gone on to do more research on Formative Assessment.  I have introduced traffic lighting into my classroom, and have used these changes as the basis for modules as part of the Chartered Teacher programme.

As part of my work on educational research, I was interested in the work done by Dylan and Wiliam in which they assert that formative assessment can be proved to improve results.  I plan, therefore, to keep audio and written records of work achieved by pupils in the hope of adding to this evidence.  The difficulty would be in comparing my results with previous results.  The alternative would be to deliberately work with one class in the ‘old’ way, and use formative assessment techniques with another class.  

Now that I have perceived the benefits of this work, it would be very hard for to deprive any pupils of its advantages.  
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