Report on Assessment is for Learning Project

	School           
OBSDALE 
	SMT Contact        
Frances Leslie

	Timescale of the project 

7 weeks: 17 Feb- 26 March 2004
	Pupils: Age/Stage/Number

P3/4 and Maths setting groups at Levels B and C Total of 37 pupils

	Staff involved

Carole Frew CT, Patsy Preston SA, Frances Leslie SfL P3/4, 

Fiona Clark CT, Caroline McAngus SA at Level C set

Ann Macdonald SfL, Janey Cameron SA


	Aims of the project

To raise achievement and attainment in Maths at Levels B and C

Approaches:

· Raise awareness of learning styles amongst pupils and staff, and use this to encourage independent learning amongst pupils

· Use questioning to improve formative assessment

· Give staff opportunities  to reflect and share practice


	How the project worked out

Learning styles
1. Staff awareness of learning styles was uppermost when working on tables, maths  games and problem solving . 

Questioning
1. Providing ‘thinking time’ encouraged more children to actively participate in whole class lessons.

2. More use was made of how and why questions

3. Working in pairs and trios during problem solving activities enabled an increased number of children to articulate how they found their answers and explain why and how they made changes to their answers.

4. Staff offered more individual, short term learning targets, since they had more focussed knowledge of pupils’ learning.

Staff opportunities to reflect and share

1. It’s good to have this quality time for all staff

2. Including CA and SA  developed the quality of analysis of the teaching  and learning which took place and gave staff an added dimension as to how they were doing as a teaching team. Discussions also had the effect of clarifying roles.

3. Providing quality of feedback takes time and we all have permission to do this. Where they feel confident, SA/CA can make constructive comments on pupils’ work (sign and date).

4. Small trialling of homework partners was done. It took time to help children to give specific, meaningful feedback.


	Evidence

Learning styles

1. Some pupils were particularly motivated and enjoyed the personal challenge offered by interactive web sites for learning tables, some to the point of using personal time to work on sites and learning tables outwith their targeted course work.

More varied activities to consolidate and reinforce maths problems - e.g. basic number problems - increased use of ‘loop’ type games resulting in greatly increased speed and proficiency

More opportunities provided for working in trios and pairs.

Questioning

1. Children who, previously, were less responsive in class lessons were now more willing to answer 

Staff were reminded to use strategies, which offered thinking time -  ‘hovering’, white boards, scaffolding opportunities for less able 

2. With teacher modelling the children gained in confidence and many would strive really hard to find the words to explain how they were working things out. Despite this being really difficult for some, they were delighted with themselves as they felt they were improving. 

3. There were increased times when staff witnessed the ‘light of dawning switching on’ for pupils and their resultant enthusiasm and confidence to   

           communicate  what they now knew
81% boys and 86% girls really like pairs/ trios
Comments included - ‘….liked to get ideas from partners’, ’They can help’,   ‘It’s good to brain share’, ‘Others can tell you the wrong answers’, ‘Others distract you from thinking’
4. Through pupil talk and explanations, staff  had more accurate knowledge of pupils’ understanding and so had evidence for smarter next steps - more specific consolidation/moving on more quickly when a concept grasped 

Staff opportunities to reflect and share

1. SA/CA and teachers were able to illustrate and affirm examples of one another’s good practice. This was sometimes not acknowledge/recognised by individuals. 

2. There are times when a score out of 10 is OK (e.g. personal targets for learning number bonds, tables etc.). Quality feedback is really valuable. It takes time and that’s time well spent.

3. Awareness by all staff that it’s good to have time to talk and develop the teaching craft but it’s also good/essential to  include all staff in the developments.

4. The paired homework group were motivated and encouraged to do their homework well
          


	Other observations / Recommendations for future developments

Other observations:-

1. Reaffirmation that it’s OK not to follow scheme religiously

2. Staff felt a need to use another questionnaire to confirm initial learning styles inventory, since some of the results seemed dubious or did not confirm staff observations. 

3. Staff encouraged pupils to use their favoured learning style when learning spelling

4. Staff offered more varied opportunities and activities when teaching and learning spelling

5.  ‘Waiting time’ used across the curriculum

6. A ‘champions’ wall’ was created in each group, with a target specific to the group, ranging from completion of homework to learning a specific table. Photographs of the children were used and this seemed to be a great motivator. 
89% of boys and 94% of girls liked the wall
Comments included – ‘Everybody knows you’ve been doing good work’,  ‘It  

           makes you proud of yourself, ’You  know that you are going well’, ’Makes you try harder’

7. Use of traffic light fans 
47% of boys  and 58% of girls liked them. Comments included- ‘Don’t have to put up my hand, saves it getting sore!’,  ‘Teacher too busy to see it’,  ‘I keep losing mine’,  ‘I forget all about it’  
Staff did not find them particularly helpful. 

8. Brain gym/group aerobics type activities were featured in all maths groups. All staff felt positively, they enjoyed them personally and felt the children benefited, - wakened some up, and lifted the spirits. 64% of boys and 69% of girls enjoyed these activities. Comments included – ‘Sometimes feel tired in the morning. This wakens me up’,  ‘It helps my brain to work better’, ‘It gets you fit and makes you quicker with your maths’, ‘Only like it when we do it to music in the hall’, ‘I get too puffed out’,  ‘….no energy left’  

Recommendations for future developments:-

1. Weekly slot to be included for working with core number word problems
2. Homework partners to be used for Maths homework. Consider a lunchtime homework club for children who are not supported with homework tasks.

3. Need to include all staff in developments.

4. Need to provide accurate and updated information to pupils and parents on target setting, feedback and homework
5. What is quality feedback?  Whole school development to include staff and pupils. This development was agreed as good use of CPD time.



	


