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	Aims of the project

· To assess the effect of group work and ‘traffic lighting’ during revision prior to sitting national exams, on the motivation, engagement and confidence of 29 pupils in a Standard Grade Foundation class.



	How the project worked out

Pupils were assigned to groups chosen especially to allow for a mix of ability but also with social support. There tended to be 4 in a group. Everyone was the given a copy of a past paper and asked to work through it with special emphasis on the ‘ideal answer’. The groups were also told which questions they would be presenting to the class. When presenting the class were asked to assess their own answers relative to the presenters (the assessment took the form of red, amber or green highlighter by the question, red indicating that they had not done as well as the presenters, and so on). This was repeated with a second paper and the groups rearranged to ensure the workload was balanced.

The project worked well.


	


	Other observations / Recommendations for future developments

· The pupils worked well in groupings which were not their natural groupings and took ‘on board’ the fact that this was a task to be done and not a piece of revision i.e. they almost did not see it as work

· An error on my part was to tell the groups which questions they were presenting in advance and by the second paper those less inclined to make an effort skimmed over the questions they were not presenting and so were not assessing their answering skills in many areas.


Evidence


Comments from pupils:


- Good, confidence building        - Structured so that we could cope


- Helps our PR skills         - Liked it, it gave us a chance to show what we could do. 


- Helped confidence for exam        - Groupings were OK            - Mission accomplished


- Did not like reading in front of class (but agreed that once it had been done, the pupil felt a sense of achievement)





Evidence


Observations of staff:


All pupils were engaged in their task for a greater part of the time than usual


Most pupils took seriously the task of assessing their own answers in relation to presented answers and marked them accordingly


Everyone participated in the presentations 








