Report on Assessment is for Learning Project

	School           
Millburn Academy
	SMT Contact    
Mrs Yvonne Cairns

	Timescale of the project   
4 weeks +              
	Pupils: Age/Stage/Number   

25 S3 Credit/General Maths pupils

	Staff involved          
Mrs Pauline E Ward


	Aims of the project

To assess the effect of ‘traffic lighting’ on understanding, willingness to ask for help and general motivation with a group of pupils of wide ranging ability.


	How the project worked out

Each pupil was issued with three strips of card (red, orange and green held together with a paper fastener) and asked to use the card colours to indicate whether they were managing with the work set: red to indicate that they were not managing, orange that they were having some difficulties and green that they were fine and understood the task. The cards were to be placed sticking out from their class jotter and the card colour could be changed at any time as the need arose. The cards all start at red to begin with and after a topic had been taught the class would start work with their cards at green unless they felt unable to show me a green card in which case a bit more exposition, sometimes only to one or two pupils.

The cards were used successfully by most pupils. Pupils who previously had been quick to ask for help felt frustrated at sometimes having to wait for help. Those who were never good at asking for help took some time to settle in to using the cards.

The ‘indicators’ have now been extended to the use of markers on pages/questions in their class jotters so they have a permanent record of how they coped with certain topics at the time and where difficulties lay. The pupils are using this as a record of what they feel they have achieved in understanding.

I plan to continue using the cards with this class (at their request!). They are used throughout the lesson, even down to them indicating if they ‘get’ my jokes or not.




	Evidence

· Pupils now put the cards out themselves. 

· Overall they report feeling able to control the amount of help they get and they feel that I know where they are in terms of ability better than previously. 

· Some of the less able pupils however use the green card as a way of keeping me at bay and hiding their difficulties which rather defeats the purpose. 

· Pupils report liking the orange option which allows them to declare themselves having some difficulty.

· Pupils feel that the system allows for a fairer distribution of my time in class

· I feel that there is less of a sense of helplessness about some pupils who previously might have not listened and then waited until it was time to work through their own examples to ask for help.


	Other observations / Recommendations for future developments

The system seems fair in terms of how much time any one pupil gets. 

I plan to introduce it to other classes when the new term starts. 

I especially like the coloured markers on pages in jotters which serves to remind many of the pupils how they had assessed their understanding previously. It also allows for links to be made across topics.


