Report on Assessment is for Learning Project

	School
Millburn Academy
	SMT Contact
Yvonne Cairns

	Timescale of the project
6 weeks
	Pupils: Age/Stage/Number
S2 Craft classes

	Staff involved
Mr J Kirk and the staff of the Craft, Design and Technology Department


	Aims of the project
Normally in Craft we do a block of work lasting around 6 weeks, then the teacher does a summative assessment at the end of the block to assess the pupils’ work.  The aim of this project is to use formative assessment frequently throughout the block of work.  The plan is to get pupils to engage in self- and peer assessment, in the hope that this will increase motivation and raise attainment.

This pilot was to run with some of our S2 Craft classes as they made a small metal trowel.


	How the project worked out
The research says that if you want pupils to assess themselves accurately, they must be given very clear criteria. An exemplar board was produced, which showed the different parts of the trowel, firstly unassembled and then assembled.  The board demonstrated clearly the standard of work required to achieve grade 1, 3 or  5 for  each of the different parts of the trowel.  Underneath each  part or  process demonstrated were text boxes explaining exactly why this example was a grade 1, 3 or 5.  This was the criteria we provided the pupils with.
On the teacher’s desk in front of the exemplar board was a sheet for pupils to record their grades for each part made, or for each process carried out.

The project worked our very well, with pupils taking to this assessment activity effortlessly.  On the whole, the pupils were very frank and honest in their assessment of their own work.  I do not think it took up too much of the class time, as once they understood the system, they could be seen referring to the exemplars frequently throughout the period.

The exemplar board was very successful in that it gave the pupils a clear target to aim for.  The pupils engaging in self- and peer assessment definitely encourage them to put more effort in, in an attempt to raise their own attainment.


	Evidence
At the end of the pilot we gave the pupils a questionnaire to complete:

CDT Assessrnent Questionnaire
As you know, normally in Craft the teacher on his own would grade your work, and at the end of the unit simply give you your grade.  However, in this unit of work you have been involved in assessing your own work at various stages.  You have done this either on your own or with a friend.  The CDT Department is very interested to know what you think of this method of assessment.  To complete this questionnaire simply draw a circle round the YES or the NO, whichever is closest to what you think.

1) Was it helpful to see graded exemplars of the different parts of the model before they have been assembled?  YES / NO
2) Would you say that seeing these graded exemplars before you start work encouraged you to try to achieve that standard?  YES / NO
3) [)id you read the written note under the exemplars?  YES / NO
4) Did you find the written note under the exemplars helpful?  YES / NO
5) If you achieved a grade 3/4 for your blade, did this make you want to try harder when making the handle to raise your overall grade?  YES / NO
6) When comparing your work to the graded exemplar on the board did you find it easy to give yourself a grade?  YES / NO
7) Did you grade your work on your own?  YES / NO
8) [)id you grade your work with a friend?  YES NO 

9) Did you help anyone grade their work?  YES NO
10) Was it easy to record your grade on the sheet?  YES / NO
11) Is there anything you would change in this process?  YES / NO
Write here...........................................................................................................................

12) Would you like to grade all your models using this method of assessment?  YES / NO
13) Would you prefer to carry out assessment the old way, and just let your teacher

grade your model and tell you your grade?  YES / NO  

A sample of 70 responses were analysed with the following results:

Questions 1 and 2 both returned 96% yes.

Questions 3 and 4 returned 38% and 35% yes respectively.  Clearly from this, the visual criteria proved to be much more useful to the pupils than the textual criteria.

Question 5 is an important question and with a 70% yes response.  This is clear evidence of formative assessment raising attainment.

Question 6 at 73% yes - most pupils found this easy to do.

Question 7 at 72% yes as compared to 60% and 67% yes shows that self assessment is slightly more popular than peer assessment.

Question 10 with 90% yes shows that the administration of the process was easy for almost everyone.

Question 11 - 90% would not change anything in this process.

Question 12 with over 70% yes means that the great majority of pupils would like to assess all their work like this.




	Other observations / Recommendations for future developments
While on the whole I would say the pilot has been a success, there were a couple of negatives.  This intense focusing on grade all the time, has for a small minority of pupils made them obviously anxious about their performance in Craft, even to the point where they are now not enjoying the practical work.  This would have to be watched.  Also in Craft the teacher often has to assist pupils with certain tasks, either because of lack of strength or ability etc.  In this situation the pupils then found it difficult to accurately grade their work.

With reference to the responses given to questions 1 to 4 where it can be seen that few pupils read the text boxes, or found them helpful, it would be sensible in the future to reduce the amount of text and focus instead on the various parts of the model.

Interestingly, at the end of the block of work, I did what I would normally do, i.e. apply a 'Summative Assessment' to the finished models.  In all but three trowels the assessments made and the overall grades awarded by the pupils to themselves were accurate.

It is difficult to quantify in real terms, whether or not overall attainment has actually been raised, as these exact pupils would have to somehow, also make the trowel in the 'old way', with no exemplar board to refer to, and without using formative assessment, which of course is impossible.  However, looking at the overall grades achieved, and considering the responses to question 5 on the questionnaire, which shows that pupils are definitely putting in more effort, and using my experience, I would say that attainment has probably has gone up rather than down.

The results of the questionnaire indicate that this has been a worthwhile pilot.  The use of the exemplar board together with 'Self and Peer' assessment, has by observation definitely increased the motivation of the pupils.  I would propose therefore that in the future we in CDT extend the use of formative assessment using self and peer assessment to other Craft models, and, in time, to Graphics and to other year groups.




