Report on Assessment is for Learning Project

	School           
Millburn Academy
	SMT Contact    
Mrs Yvonne Cairns

	Timescale of the project   
4 weeks 
	Pupils: Age/Stage/Number   

27 S4 Credit Maths pupils

	Staff involved         

Mrs Yvonne Cairns


	Aims of the project

To assess the effect of jigsawing on understanding, and general motivation to revise all course materials with a group of pupils of high ability.


	How the project worked out

This project was undertaken in a four week period between the class completing the course and before the actual exams .

I reviewed the content of the Credit Maths course in the context of the text books used by the pupils.  I managed to identify 12 topics/themes within the Credit course and linked these to the associated chapter and book numbers of the texts used by the pupils.  This information was recorded on postcard size pieces of card.

The pupils were told that they were going to lead the revision and create revision notes for their own class.  To give them time to do this I suspended their formal homework exercise for two weeks.  (I reckoned that the work they would have to prepare was at least equivalent to two formal homework exercises, probably more.)  

I explained that pupils would work in pairs, some triples to prepare a presentation and that they should select their group carefully as the task would involve working together outwith school hours.  As a result some pupils had to work with someone because they lived in the same area but did not know well.  This added to the task as pupils were forced to be cooperative with someone other than their usual friends.

I allowed pupils to select the task cards randomly.  Everyone knew the topics and the group responsible for that presentation.  

Pupils were given freedom to choose how to do the presentation - they had to tell me what equipment they would require one week in advance of “presentation week”.  Notes were limited to two sides of A4 paper.

The impact was immediate.  The class met this challenge with enthusiasm and excitement – quite an achievement for a group under a lot of pressure to do well in Credit level exams.  They welcomed the project as something new, enjoyed the loose parameters and truly thought that working together was somehow cheating the system!  Very quickly, groups were telling me their requirements – laptop, projector, OHP, blackboard, flipchart etc.  Fortunately our school has a permanent multi media set up in the hall, so I decided to book the space for Maths lessons during “presentation week”.

In advance of presentation week, I checked over the materials to ensure there were no mathematical errors but did no other checks. 

In advance of the presentations we set some simple guidelines: 

· the audience would listen to a presentation without interrupting

· questions would be permitted after each presentation

· the audience were to identify any missing aspects of the topic presented.

The presentations were excellent: imaginative, fulsome and accurate and in some cases introduced mnemonics to help pupils remember processes.  It was impressive that the pupils had clearly researched their topic and did not just reiterate the notes I had given the class throughout the session. They managed to share with their classmates their way of understanding the concepts putting the ideas into their own language.  

The audience were attentive and respectful; they genuinely wanted to listen to their peers but were also intent on identifying any gaps!   Without prompting from me the audience took notes of each presentation.
Finally, I collated the notes created by the presentation group into a revision aid for the class.
There was no additional revision review carried out with this class.  They did past papers and other revision exercises using only the revision notes produced by the jigsaw exercise.


	Evidence

· This class had excellent results in Maths Credit grade.  This was expected, but indicates the pupils were not disadvantaged by the revision method.  
· The pupils were far more involved and motivated by their peers leading topic revision than me working from the front.

· Pupils talked about understanding some aspects better when they were explained in different language by their peers.

· Pulling together related topics really highlighted interconnections between e.g. algebra and graphicacy.

· Evidently each group has a thorough knowledge of one theme within the Credit course.  However there is the unexpected bonus that in searching for materials the group often had to consider whether other topics should be included or not and so in fact did a wider revision.

· The jigsaw experience was participative for pupils rather than the passive role assumed in my more usual way of conducting revision at this stage of the course.

· The variety of presentation methods sustained interest, the quality of presentations was extremely high.

· My workload was reduced I did not have to create revision notes, there was no issue about copyright. 

· I did not feel I was the only one working in the room as I have often felt in the past!


	Other observations / Recommendations for future developments

I plan to introduce it to other classes. 

I believe the jigsaw method would work even better as an end of topic revision and I intend to try this out this session.
If a class had used this method throughout the course, I believe the exercise used here would have been even more successful.
This method gave me an insight into the much broader range of skills the pupils within this class had and if I had known this earlier in the course I could have utilised their skills in other ways.

The exercise was very motivating for me and the class and gave a great start to their revision programme.
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