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26 IDEAS OTHER THAN A WORKSHEET

COLIN HARRISON’S ADVICE REGARDING WORKSHEETS AND TEXTBOOK EXERCISES
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NEW PHRASES for the Reading and Writing wall.

· From Good Ideas Books.
· Read, Discuss, Decide – choose examples, present examples

(New phrases – find ideas from own writing, core texts, big books, star writers.  Put ideas into bright ideas book. During ICT time word process ideas and share with class.  Blutac words and phrases on to reading and writing wall so they can be peeled off and used.  Make sure core targets are displayed all the time.  Work on high frequency words so children have reading and spelling sight vocabulary.)

2.
DICTATION

· Battleship Spelling

· Timers – Use examples from Good Ideas Books/Reading and Writing Walls

(Developing talking and listening skills.  Work in pairs or trios.  Teacher prepares cards with common words on one side and short paragraph for dictation on the other.  Paragraphs should be cross curricular/include cross curricular vocabulary.  One pair/trio member reads out the common words, covers them up and the other group members write them out.  Then one group member reads the passage slowly and the others write it out.  Swap roles.  Can have paragraphs with different levels of difficulty so children can work in mixed ability pairs and trios.)
3.  DICTIONARY AND THESAURUS WORK

	The New Word
	Found on Page No
	Clues
	My Idea
	Actual

Meaning
	Another Word

that means

the same


· Use Text Detective Boards T.D.B.

· Skim and scan for new words.  Record on the TDB and discuss.
(Encourage children to work in trios.  Don’t buy class sets of dictionaries and thesaurus.  Buy a range at a range of levels.)

4.
FINDING THE MAIN IDEA

· Use reading books or texts the children have previously read.
USE TDBS

· Re-read each paragraph and provide a title for each paragraph. Justify your answer.
· Re-read 3 or 4 paragraphs.  Devise a title for each one.  Justify the title.
5.
SEQUENCE WORK  

· Do not rely on pictures alone.  Use text.

· Put story in correct sequence using Zig Zag books, story ladders etc

(For Zig Zag books use sequencing cards from LDA.  Make Zig Zag Books from laminated fine card.  Three laminated sheets will make a six page book.  In pairs, trios, children sequence cards and place them on Zig Zag Book.  They then compose text to retell the sequence of events and write with dry wipe marker onto book.  Final piece of work can be photocopied for evidence.)

6.
PREDICTION WORK

· Read a new text

· Pupils discuss and predict the next part

· Pupils write next part

· USING TDB Skim and Scan and Predict

· Pupils write next part

· USING TDB Skim and Scan and Predict

· Who will be the main characters?

· What kind of character do they think they will prove to be?  Justify

· What kind of atmosphere is being created?  Justify

· Are there any key words which could suggest the direction in which he story might go? 

7.
TEXT RECONSTRUCTION - Make 8-10 for the class

· Photocopy story and cut up into parts.

· Ask partner to read, discuss and reconstruct the text.  Check and self-correct.
(Use old reading national tests - fiction and non-fiction.  Re-type and photocopy different levels using different coloured paper.  Laminate and cut up into paragraphs.  Keep a white copy as a master for self-correction.  Alternatively label individual pieces and prepare a master key for self -correction.)

8.
SENTENCE RECONSTRUCTION

· Choose a sentence.  Write the sentence but add another NOUN.

· Now write the sentence and add an ADJECTIVE to describe the NOUN.

· Repeat using ADVERBS, PREPOSITIONS, CONJUNCTIONS - to reinforce grammar.

9.
SENTENCE DEVELOPERS

· Photocopy a sentence and cut it into either single words/pairs/trio phrases.

· Ask partner to READ, DISCUSS and RECONSTRUCT the sentence.  Read. Check and Self-correct.

(Take starter sentences from books.  Keep the sentence simple.  Work in pairs and trios to reconstruct.  Have cards with additional NOUNS, ADJECTIVES, VERBS, PRONOUNS, ETC.  Use a different colour card for each area e.g. red NOUNS, blue VERBS etc.  One member of pair/trio picks up a card and the other has to fit it into the sentence and read aloud.  Group members write the new sentence in their jotter.  This new sentence now becomes the starter sentence for the next stage.  Repeat process adding new words until all words are used up.)

10.
GROUP PLAY from a text.

(Purely for reading.  Good supplier AMS who produce photocopiable plays.  Four plays in each book.  Children are reading for fluency and expression thinking about their characters.  Read again changing roles.)

11.
Use EXAMPLES OF WRITING (Either the pupils own or a model)

· Improvise drama or dialogue from e.g. a letter of complaint.

· Present to the group/Class or Partner

12.
ALTERNATIVE CONCLUSIONS

· Leave out the last section/paragraph.  In Pairs or Trios discuss and provide an appropriate ending.

· Read to the end of a text.  Write an alternative ending.

13.
CLOSE PROCEDURE - USE OCCASSIONALLY (Use TDB)

· Leave out approximately every 20th word

· Read and discuss possibilities for the missing words.  Record on TDB.

· Provide a master for self-correction.

14.
STORY TAPES


For listening and paired reading of the text.

(Ladybird non-fiction books good for upper school.  If you can't get story tapes record story on to tape.  First time LISTEN and FOLLOW TEXT.  Second time READ along with tape.)

15.
MAKE A STORY PLANNER

· Using a text/model passage/another pupil's writing, try to create a story planner for the piece.

(Use clip-on planner.  Use bullet points)

16.
GRAMMAR HUNT (USE TDB)

· In a given text, read and find  nouns, verbs, similes etc.

(Text marking - mark all the nouns red, all the adjectives yellow etc.  Put circles round the pronouns.

Take text extracts (old reading books).  Type up and laminate.  Use coloured dry wipe markers.  Have a pack of coloured laminated cards with NOUN, VERB, ADJECTIVE, PRONOUN, CONJUNCTION, SIMILE METAPHOR etc on them.  Group takes card and matching coloured markers and highlight/circle etc as instructed)

17. SPELLING STRATEGIES

· Use practised strategies to spell new/difficult words

· Use your Have-a-Go Spelling Boards

18. PAIRED READING of a text.

19.
SELF EVALUATION

· Read onto a tape.  Discuss your performance with your partner/trio.

· Identify what was positive about your performance.

· Decide what could be done to improve your reading.

· Use of group or paired reading on tape should encourage children to review their progress as a reader.

20.
HIGHLIGHTING LAMINATED TEXT


Child highlights:

· Main facts or

· Main events or

· Opinions

21. 5-14 READING FROM NORTHERN COLLEGE (ABERDEEN UNIVERSITY)

(Levels A-E.  Use once a term as an assessment tool.  Costs £30.

Part of a series called Quality Circle Materials - Tel 01224 283 629)
22. USE OF TEXT EXTRACT TO EXTEND THE CHILD'S UNDERSTANDING OF CHARACTER

· Retell an incident from the story from another character's point of view.

· Write a letter to a character in the book.

23. BEFORE READING QUESTIONS (USE TDB)

· Reading to understand with no dictionary.

24. DIAGRAM RECONSTRUCTION

· Flow chart

· Labelling diagram/labelling texts

· Annotated diagram

25. WIDE ANGLED QUESTIONS

· Give pairs/trios 3 questions to discuss from passage/poem.

· Questions must have no obvious sing right answer, to encourage the children to read the text as a whole:

e.g. Is this the right title for the passage?  Justify.


What kind of book do you think this extract comes from?

26. QUESTION SETTING (USE TDB)

Using a text

· Involve the children in making up questions to which they would like answers.

USE THE TERMS

· ON THE LINES

· BETWEEN THE LINES

· BEYOND THE LINES

‘Children should have involvement in meaning making.  Talking and listening are essential in all this and it can be worthwhile to encourage pupils to monitor their talk and should be able to ask questions such as


did everyone participate in reading aloud?


did everyone participate in talking about the test?


did everyone explain how they got meaning by referring in detail to the text?’
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