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2.1  Reading assessments

A National Assessment in Reading at Levels A to F comprises two units, one based on a Narrative/Personal text and one on an Information text.  

The units for each genre at each level will be selected automatically from the assessment bank.  Schools will only be required to choose the level of assessment needed. 

A reading assessment will consist of a passage and associated questions which cover a range of reading skills appropriate to the particular level.  

The two units should be taken within as short a period of time as is practical eg. within 1-2 weeks.  

2.2  Preparation 
· You should familiarise yourself thoroughly with all aspects of the reading unit.  

· Decide how best to introduce the unit, using your discretion as to the length and nature of the introduction and preparation period for the unit.  

· Assemble everything you will need, including a supply of pencils/pens and rubbers.  

· Make sure all the units are complete.  

· Make sure that the furniture in the classroom is arranged to give every pupil in the group the best chance to work individually, without feeling stressed or crowded.  Otherwise everything should be as normal as possible, including any word-lists or aids usually displayed on the walls.  NB Dictionaries must not be used during a reading assessment.  

2.3  Using the assessments with pupils
· Introduce the unit in the preferred way.  

· Help the pupils to find their way through the layout of the unit, passage and questions.  

· Go through the procedures for answering, doing examples where provided.

· Answer any questions about procedure.  

· Satisfy yourself that everyone knows what to do.  Emphasise that the pupils should do their own work, not looking at the work of others, and that they should read the passage and questions before writing any answers.  Remind them to use the passage to find, work out and check their answers.  

· Pupils at Level A may ask the teacher for help if they are stuck.  Otherwise, pupils are expected to use familiar strategies to work out the meaning of any unfamiliar words.  

· Stop a pupil when s/he has clearly done all that s/he can do.  No absolute time limit is set.  
2.4   Marking National Assessments in reading
Marking will usually be carried out by the class teacher, using the marking key supplied.  Follow the marking key closely.  Parts of answers which are bracketed are optional, and need not be included by the pupil for the mark to be awarded.  If an answer is not included on the marking key, but you consider it to be correct according to the passage, award a mark at your discretion.  Spelling and handwriting are not assessed.  Similarly, if the method of answering is wrong, but the answer itself is right, award the mark.  Award only whole marks; there are no half marks.  

In general terms, pupils will need to answer two-thirds or more of the questions correctly in each unit to show that they are secure at the level.  The threshold for each unit at the different levels is given in the following table.  

	
	A
	B
	C
	D
	E
	F

	Total marks
	21
	24
	24
	27
	30
	30

	Threshold score 
	14
	16
	16
	18
	20
	20


However, the threshold score should not be applied mechanistically (see 1.8 above).

2.5  Arrangements for re-assessment  

A pupil who does not reach the expected level on one of the units should be re-assessed using an additional unit of the same genre from the bank.  Re-assessment should only take place once difficulties have been identified and addressed.

2.6  Examples 

Examples of reading assessments are provided in Appendix 1.

