Paired Reading and Thinking

(Read - Think - Feel - Talk - Listen)

Asking each other intelligent questions about what we have read together

When pupils are reading and thinking together, it is useful to have some framework to guide them in the beginning. The prompts and suggestions below offer example “intelligent question”, relating to before, during reading, and after reading. They can be used by tutors with tutees, or by adults to model good questioning and give support to both tutor and tutee.
They are in four levels, of increasing complexity and challenge. All pupils should start at Level 1. However, as pupils become more proficient, they should increasingly think up their own questions and become less reliant on the prompts and suggestions. Once they have begun to do this, they can move up to the next Level.

Level 1 can be used with pupils working at levels A & B
Level 2 can be used with pupils working at level C
Level 3 can be used with pupils working at level D/E
Level 4 can be used with pupils working at level F

For further details, see Thinking Reading Writing Resources at

www.dundee.ac.uk/psychology/TRWresources
Also see the Read On website at www.dundee.ac.uk/psychology/ReadOn 
BEFORE READING

(Priming)

Structure

"What do the parts of the book tell us?"
Type


"What kind of book is it?"
Difficulty

"How hard is it?"
Reader Aims
"What do you want from the book?"
DURING READING

(Formative)

Author Aims
"What does the writer want?"
Meaning

"What does it mean?"
Truth


"Is it true?"
Prediction

"What might happen next?"
Links


"What does it remind us of?"
AFTER READING

(Formative & Summative)

Summarise

"What are the main ideas?"
Evaluate

"How do you feel about it?"
Revisit

"What did you remember about it?"
Extend

"Have you questioned anything else?"

Paired Reading and Thinking - Level 1

BEFORE READING

"What do the parts of the book tell us?
(Structure)

"What kind of book is it?"
(Type)

"How hard is it?"
(Difficulty)

"What do you want from the book?"
(Reader Aims)

DURING READING
"What does the writer want?"
(Author Aims)

"What does it mean?"
(Meaning)

"Is it true?"
(Truth)

"What might happen next?"
(Prediction)

"What does it remind us of?"
(Links)

AFTER READING

"What are the main ideas?"
(Summarise)

"How do you feel about it?"
(Evaluate)

"What did you remember about it?"
(Revisit)

"Have you questioned anything else?"
(Extend)

Paired Reading and Thinking - Level 2

BEFORE READING

"What do the parts of the book tell us?" (Structure)

* Have you looked at the title and the author?  The cover and the pictures?

* What do you think the book is going to be about?

"What kind of book is it?" (Type)
* What kind of writing is this?  Any  special kind?

* Is it fact (real, information) or fiction (made up, imagination), or something in between?

"How hard is it?" (Difficulty)

* Is this book too easy for the tutee?

* Is this book too hard for the tutor?

* Can we do the "Five Finger test"? (see Tips for Tutors)

"What do you want from the book? (Reader Aims)

* Is this book really interesting to the tutee?  Why?

* Is it interesting to the tutor?

* Are we sure we want to go ahead and read it?

                                                               DURING READING

"What does the writer want?" (Author Aims)
* What country, place and time is the book set in?

* Who are the main characters and events?

* What kind of people do you think the author was writing for?

* What do you think the author was trying to do in this book?

"What does it mean?" (Meaning)
* What words are especially hard to understand? What sentences?

* Can we work it out, or should we look it up, or ask our teacher?

* Is there something you need to know, which we don't know?

* Are you sure you haven't missed it?  Should we check?

"Is it true?" (Truth)
* Did the book make sense all the way through?

* Did anything puzzle or surprise you?

* Where is it hard to decide what is fact and what is fiction or opinion?

* What do you think is true? How do you know that?

"What might happen next?" (Prediction)
* What do you think might happen next?

* What might make this happen? How likely is it?

* Can you imagine or picture in your head what it would look like?

* Did the book end as you expected?  How else might it have ended?

"What does it remind us of?" (Links)
* Does this bit remind you of any bits you have already read? Why?

* Does this remind you of anything you already know, or have done yourself?

* Does this remind you of any feelings you have had before?

* In the future, will having read this be of any use?

AFTER READING

"What are the main ideas?" (Summarise)

* What were the most important points to you?

* Can we make a list or map or chart of the main ideas, to help us?

* Can we tell another pair the most important points?

* Can we think up some questions to make a quiz for other pairs?

"How do you feel about it?" (Evaluate)

* Was it any good? What bits did we like best? What bits did we not like at all. Why?

* What bits made us think the hardest? What bits seemed most useful or exciting?

* Would we tell others in our class to read this?

* Would we look for other books of this kind or by this author?

* How well did we read and think together on this book? How could we do better?

"What did you remember about it?" (Revisit)

* Thinking back to this book.  what DID we remember?

* What do we think and feel about it now?

"Have you questioned anything else?" (Extend)

* Have we thought about the Paired Thinking Questions when doing any other reading?

Paired Reading and Thinking - Level 3
BEFORE READING
"What do the parts of the book tell us? (Structure)
* Have you looked to see what is the title and who is the author?

* Have you looked at the cover and the pictures?

* Have you looked at the date and contents page?

* What do you think the book is going to be about?

* Have you read anything like this before?

"What kind of book is it?" (Type)

* What kind of writing is this?

* Is it fact (real, information) or fiction (made up, imagination), or something in between?

* Is it a real life story (biography), science, poem, recipe, news, or other special kind of writing?

"How hard is it?" (Difficulty)

* Is this book too easy for the tutee?

* Is this book too hard for the tutor?

* Can we do the "five finger test"? (see Tips for Tutors)

"What do you want from the book?" (Reader Aims)

* Is this book really interesting to the tutee? Why?

* Is it interesting to the tutor? Why?

* What do you want or need from this book?

* Are we sure we want to go ahead and read it?

DURING READING

"What does the writer want? (Author Aims)

Context

* What country and place is the book set in?

* Is it about times gone past, what is happening now in the present, or the future?

* Who are the main characters?

* What do you think the main events are?

Audience

* What kind of people do you think the author was writing for? For example: young or old, clever or ordinary, serious or fun-loving,........?

Purpose

* What do you think the author was trying to do in this book?

* Is there a mission or a quest?

* Does the book have a theme or moral?

"What does it mean?" (Meaning)

Word Study

* What words does the tutee not understand?

* What words do neither of us really understand?

* Can we work it out, or should we look it up, or ask our teacher?

Sentence Study

* What sentences are especially hard to understand?

* Can we work out what it means together, or should we ask someone to help?

Gaps

* Was the book hard to read? Why?

* Is there something you need to know, which we don't yet know?

* Are you sure you haven't missed it? Should we check?
* Do the pictures suggest something different or extra to the words?

* Is there anything else you would like to know more about?

"Is it true?" (Truth)

Conflicts & Problems

* Did the book make sense all the way through?

* Did anything puzzle or surprise you?

* Are there ideas or events in the book which just don't fit together?

* What did the people in the book feel about what was happening?

* Are there feelings (or values) which just don't fit?

Evidence & Credibility

* Can you decide what is fact and what is fiction or opinion?

* Where is this hardest?

* Where is the evidence for what is said to be fact?

* Is there evidence both for and against?

* What do you think the author wants you to believe?

* Do you believe this?

Solutions

* What would your solution to the conflict or problem be?

* What would your conclusions or decision be?

* How certain could you be about this?

"What might happen next?" (Prediction)
* What do the people in the book want or expect to happen next?

* What have you learnt about them which helps you to guess what they might do next?

* What do you think might happen next?

* How likely is this?

* What might cause this to happen?

* Might it depend on something else happening? What?

* Can you imagine or picture in your head what it would look like?

* Did the book end or conclude as you expected?

* How else might it have ended?

"What does it remind us of?" (Links)
Link in Text

* Does this bit remind us of any bits you have already read?

* Why?

Link Back

* Does this remind us of anything you already know?

* Does this remind you of any feelings you have had before?

* Does this remind us of anything you have done or seen in our own life, at school or home or anywhere?

* Does this remind you of anything else?

Link Forward

* In the future, how might this apply to or be useful in your own life (home, school, or anywhere)?
              AFTER READING
"What are the main ideas?" (Summarise)
Find Main Ideas

* What were the most important points to you?

* What were some key words?

* Do we need to read any bits again?

Clarify Main Ideas

* Can you say the most important points of the book more clearly?

Sequence Main Ideas

* Do we have the most important points in the best order?

* Can we make a map or chart of the main ideas to help us?

Re-Tell Main Ideas

* Can we tell another pair the most important points?

* Or should we write it down for the whole class?

Quiz on Main Ideas

* Can we think up some questions about the most important points to make a quiz for other pairs?

* Can we write it down for the whole class?

"How do you feel about it?" (Evaluate)
Analysis

* Was it any good? What bits did we like best? What bits did we not like at all?

* What bits made us think the hardest?

* What bits did we feel most strongly about?

* Did the book turn out to be a good choice for us in the end?

* If not, what should we be more careful about next time?

Response

* What bits seemed most useful or exciting?

* What are we likely to remember best?

Recommendation

* Would we tell others in our class to read this?

* Would we look for other books of this kind or by this author?

Self-Assessment

* How well did we read and think together on this book?

* How could we do better on another book?

"What did you remember about it?" (Revisit)

* Thinking back to this book, what DID we remember?

* What do we think and feel about it now?

"Have you questioned anything else?" (Extend)

* Have we thought about the Paired Thinking Questions when reading any other books?

Paired Reading and Thinking - Level 4
                                                         BEFORE READING

"What do the parts of the book tell us?" (Structure)

* Have you looked to see what is the title and who is the author?

* Have you looked at the cover and the pictures?

* Have you looked at the date and contents page?

* Have you looked at the foreword, introduction, chapter titles, headings, index?

* What do they tell you about the book?

* What do you think the book is going to be about?

* Do they make you want to read the book?

* Have you read anything like this before?

"What kind of book is it?" (Type) (Genre)

* What kind of writing is this?

* How do you know?

* Is it fact (real, information), or fiction (made up, imagination), or something in between?

* Is it a real life story (biography), science, poem, recipe, news, or other special kind of writing?

* Have you read anything like this before?

"How hard is it?" (Difficulty) (Readability)

* Is this book too easy for the tutee?

* Is this book too hard for the tutor?

* Can we do the "five finger test"? (see Tips for Tutors)

* Can we read the first page together without difficulty?

"What do you want from the book?" (Reader Aims) (Reader Purpose)

* Is this book really interesting to the tutee? Why?

* Is it interesting to the tutor? Why?

* What do you want or need from this book?

* What do you expect from this book?

* What do you know already that this book might help with?

* Are we sure we want to go ahead and read it?

  DURING READING

"What does the writer want?" (Author Aims)

Context

* What country and place is the book set in?

* Is it about times gone past, what is happening now in the present, or the future?

* Who are the main characters?

* What do you think the main events are?

* Do you think the author has really known places and people like them?

* If not, what sort of time and place did the author come from?

Audience

* What kind of people do you think the author was writing for?

   for example: young or old, clever or ordinary, serious or fun-loving, ....?

Purpose

* What do you think the author was tryi8ng to do in this book?

* Is there a mission or a quest?

* Does the book have a theme or moral?

* What effect do you think the author was trying to achieve?

* What do you think the author wants you to believe?

"What does it mean?" (Meaning) (Literal)

Word Study (Vocabulary & Semantics)

* What words does the tutee not understand?

* What words do neither of us really understand?

* Are there any especially interesting or exciting or effective words?

* Can we work it out together?

* Or should we look it up in the dictionary, or ask our teacher?

Sentence Study (Syntax & Semantics, Confusions)

* What sentences are especially hard to understand?

* Can we work out what it means together?

* Or should be ask someone to help? Now or later?

* Can we think of a better way of saying it?

Gaps (Comprehension Checking, Elaboration)
* Was the book hard to read? Why?

* Is there something you need to know, which we don't yet know?

* Might the author think you know or believe something when you don't?

* Are you sure you haven't missed them?

* Should we look back to check?

* If they are not there, can we imagine them or make them up?

* Do the pictures suggest something different or extra to the words?

* Is there anything else you would like to know more about?

* Does anything mean or imply more than it says on the surface?

"Is it true?" (Truth) (Critical Judgement)

Conflicts and Problems

* Did the book make sense all the way through?

* Did anything puzzle or surprise you?

* Are there ideas or events in the book which just don't fit together? (Conflict & Contradiction)

* What did the people in the book feel about what was happening?

* Are there feelings (or values) which just don't fit? (Conflict & Contradiction)
* Are there sudden changes in the book, or surprises? (Constancy and Change)

* Does the book have or pose any problems or puzzles?

* What is the main one?

Evidence & Credibility

* Can you decide what is fact and what is fiction or opinion?

* Where is this hardest?

* What about the bits which are somewhere in between fact and fiction?

* Where is the evidence for what is said to be fact?

* How do you know that?

* Is there evidence both for and against?

* Can you think of any exceptions?

* What do you think the author wants you to believe?

* Do you believe this?

* If so, why? If not, why not?

Solutions

* What would your solution to the conflict or problem be?

* What would your conclusion or decision be?

* How certain could you be about this? (Probability)

* Would this solution or conclusion apply to all people, times and places, or only some?

* Which? (Universality vs. Limitation)

"What might happen next?" (Prediction) (Inference & Deduction)

* What do the people in the book want or expect to happen next? (Intentionality)

* What have you learnt about them which helps you to guess what they might do next? (Characterisation)

* What do you think might happen next? (Prediction)

* How likely is this? (Probability, Uncertainty)

* What might cause this to happen (Causality)

* One cause or more? (Multiple, Complex, Interdependent Causality)

* How would you know what had really caused it? (Evidence)

* Might it depend on something else happening? What? (Conditionality)

* Will it only happen if something else happens?

* One thing or more than one? (Multiple, Complex, Interdependent Conditionality)

* Might there be a biggest or major cause? (Critical Factor or Incident)

* If this doesn't happen, what else might? (Alternatives)

* Can you imagine or picture in your head what it would look like? (Visual Imagery)

* Did the book end or conclude as you expected?

* How else might it have ended?

"What does it remind us of?" (Links)

(Association, Comparison, Discrimination, Analogy, Classification)

Link in Text

* Does this bit remind us of any bits you have already read?

*Why?

Link Back

* Does this remind us of anything you already know?

* Does this remind you of any feelings you have had before?

* Does this remind us of anything you have done in our own life, at school or home or anywhere?

* Does this remind you of anything anyone has told you before (children or adults)?

* Does this remind you of anything in another book, on TV or in a film, or anywhere else?

* Does this remind you of anything else?

* Can you think of any other examples of this kind of thing?

* How is what we are reading now similar to these other things?

* How is it different?

Link Forward

* In the future, how might this apply to or be useful in your own life (home, school, or any
                                                       AFTER READING
"What are the main ideas?" (Summarise)

Find Main Ideas (Focus, Prioritise)

* Who?, Do?. What?, Where?, Why?, To?, How?, With?, Then?

* What were the most important points to you?

* What were some key words?

* Do we need to read any bits again?

Clarify Main Ideas (Reformulation, Reconstruction)

* Can you say the most important points of the book more clearly?

Sequence Main Ideas (Reformulation, Reconstruction)

* Do we have the most important points in the best order?

* Can we make a  map or chart of the main ideas to help us?

Re-Tell Main Ideas (Communicate)

* Can we tell another pair the most important points?

* Or should we write it down for the whole class?

* Should we read our writing to each other before we give it to anybody else?

Quiz on Main Ideas (Interrogate)

* Can we think up some questions about the most important points to make a quiz for other pairs?

* Can we write it down for the whole class?

* Should we read it to each other before we give it to anybody else?

"How do you feel about it?" (Evaluate)
Analysis

* Was it any good? What bits did we like best? What bits did we not like at all?

* Was it important? What bits made us think the hardest?

* What bits did we feel most strongly about?

* How could the author improve the book? How would you improve it?

* How far apart were what WE wanted and what the AUTHOR wanted?

* Did the book turn out to be a good choice for us in the end?

* If not, what should we be more careful about next time?

Response (Application, Generalisation, Maintenance)

* What bits seemed most useful or exciting?

* What are we likely to remember best?

* What might we DO with what we have learned?

Recommendation

* Would we tell others in our class to read this?

* Would it be good for any other sort of people?

* Would we look for other books of this kind or by this author?

Self-Assessment

* How well did we read and think together on this book?

* How could we do better on another book?

"What did you remember about it? (Revisit) (Recall, Reflect)

* Thinking back to this book, what DID we remember?

* What do we think and feel about it now?

* What use has it been, so far?

"Have you questioned anything else?" (Extend)
(Application, Generalisation, Maintenance)

* Have we thought about the Paired Thinking Questions when reading any other books?

* In school or out of school? On books read with someone or on your own?

* On books read with a better reader, or someone as good as you are?

                             21 TIPS FOR TUTORS - REMINDERS

1
Aim to improve quality of thinking by asking helpful and intelligent questions which give clues.

2
Encourage tutees - it will be hard for them.

3
Pause at any natural break during reading to think and talk.

4
Don't expect too much
5
Encourage tutees to "think aloud"
6
Sometimes try to "brainstorm" answers together

7
Never say "No" or "That's wrong" - always ask another question to give a clue

8
It is not a "test" - often there is no one "right" answer
9
Tutees can ask questions, too!

10
It's OK to say you "don't know" - but how you might find out?

11
Give some time to think - but not too long

12
Praise - like "Good, I can tell you thought hard about that"

13
Think up your own questions
14
Read bits of the book again if you need to

15
Leave out questions which don't apply

16
A good question: "How do you know that?"
17
If tutees don't remember, it does not always mean they never did understand
18
In the "BEFORE" Stage, the "Five Finger Test" for difficulty of book means you:


* choose any page of the book and spread out 5 fingers on one hand.


* put 5 fingers down on the text and see if you can read all 5 words correctly,


* repeat on another 3 pages.


If the tutor struggles to read more than one or two of the 20 "fingered" words, the book is probably too hard for the tutor.

19
In "DURING READING", work through the Activities in any order
20
In "AFTER READING" it is usually easier if the tutor does any writing

21
Praise again at the end!

PAIRED READING AND THINKING - TIPS FOR TUTORS
Your aim is to improve the tutee's quality of thinking by asking helpful and intelligent questions which give clues.  This is not as easy as you might think!  Tutors have to think hard, too - they do not just work through a list of given questions.

You need to put tutees at their ease, boost their confidence, and encourage them to trust you - or they will be afraid to let you know what they are thinking.

During reading, pause quite often at any natural break in the reading to think and talk about what you have read.

Remember tutees are not as old as you and don't know as much as you do, so don't expect too much or push them too hard.

Encourage tutees to "think aloud", so you can hear HOW they are thinking and really understand them - if they think alone then just give you their final answer, you will not understand how they got there.  You might "think aloud" yourself sometimes, to show them how to do it.

Sometimes you can also try to "brainstorm" answers - this is where both of you say every possible answer that comes into your head, even if it seems silly or weird.  Then choose the best.

Never say "No" or "That's wrong" - always ask another question to give a clue.

Although there are many questions, it is not a "test" for the tutee.  Indeed, often there is not one "right" answer, only many "better" or "worse" answers.  Work toward getting more "better" answers.  But even the tutor need not know the answer to the question at the beginning - you can work it out together.

Tutees can ask tutors questions, too!  Keep each other thinking!

It's OK for both tutors and tutees to say they "don't know" - but be clear about what you need to know and think about how you might find out.

Give the tutee some time to think - they will not usually be able to answer straight away.  But if they think for more than half a minute without success, maybe they need a clue in another question.

Praise the tutee for all thoughtful responses - for example: "Good, I can tell you thought hard about that".

The questions listed are only examples to get you started - please do think up your own questions as well.  Your own questions should encourage the tutee to say whatever they really think, not push them towards one "right answer".

Tutors can say what they think, too - but be careful not to let tutees assume that must be the "right answer" - ask the tutee what they think as well.

You might need to be back to read bits of the book again at any time to check on things or answer questions.  When you do, you might want to read the difficult bit TO the tutee, so they can think about it.

Some of the listed questions apply only to story books, some apply only to information books.  Just leave out the questions which don't apply to the book you are reading.

When you are stuck trying to think of a question quickly, "How do you know that?" is often a good one.

When you are reading a longer book, you might find the tutee has trouble remembering everything, even if they did understand it in the first place.  If they don't remember, it does not always mean they never did understand.

You might find tutees remember the beginning or end of a book better than the middle - but they do need to think about the middle as well!

In the "BEFORE" Stage, the "Five Finger Test" for difficulty of book means you:

* spread out 5 fingers on one hand

* choose any page of the book

* put the 5 fingers down on the text

* see if you can read all 5 words correctly

* repeat on another 3 pages

If the tutor struggles to read more than one or two of the 20 "fingered" words, the book is probably too hard for the tutor.

In the "DURING READING" Stage, the five Activities (Author Aims, Meaning, Truth, Prediction, Links) can be worked through in any order.  Choose any relevant questions from any Activity at any time.

In the "AFTER READING" Stage when you are finding the main ideas or "Summarising", and choose to write down some keywords and/or write a summary for your classmates, it is usually easier if the tutor does any writing - but the tutor must not do all the thinking!

In the "AFTER READING" Stage when you are doing "Self-Assessment", this is a good time to really praise each other - AGAIN!
Copied with permission from work by Keith Topping ( University of Dundee) – ‘Read On’

www.dundee.ac.uk/psychology/ReadOn 


