 READING

Knowledge about Language – Level A/B

Attainment targets: Show that they know, understand and can use at least the following terms: author, title, chapter, index, contents: character, setting the scene; poem, dictionary; question mark.

	Assessment Criteria:

The pupils will be able to
	Teachers will
	Assessment Evidence 
	Evaluation/

Next Steps for Learning and Teaching
	Suggested

Resources

	Recognise and understand the effect of: letter, space, word and sentence

Recognise and understand the purposes of capital letters, full stops, question marks and exclamation marks

Recognise and understand the effect of simple linking words e.g. and, but, because, so, then etc

Listen to and appreciate the effect of words and simple phrases 

Recognise and understand the use of bold and italic lettering

Understand and use the terms: author, illustrator, spine of book, pictures/illustrations, contents page, index, glossary, chapter headings
Understand the use of a dictionary 

Identify and explain  a difference between a poem and a story

Identify and discuss a character 

Discuss the ‘ setting the scene’ within the context of a story 


	· Make links with appropriate writing strands 

· Ensure that pupils have acquired the necessary pre-requisite skills before embarking on a formal reading programme (see  Highland Council ‘Programme of study – Early Years  document and pre-school profiles)

· Make regular use of fiction/non-fiction ‘big’ books /shared texts to highlight the links between reading and writing through identifying the following terms:

· letter, space, word, sentence

· capital letters, full stops, question marks, exclamation marks

· common linking words 

· simple phrases

· bold and italic letter

· nouns and simple verbs

· Encourage pupils to identify above terms during  reading activities and explain their effects

· During ‘big’ book lessons highlight and explain the terms  nouns and simple verbs – refer to reading and writing walls and word banks for examples

· Ask pupils to identify above terms  in individual/trio/paired  reading activities

· Introduce pupils to personal word books/dictionaries in reading and writing activities

Extend to level B:
· Regularly  read/demonstrate a variety of ‘big’ book fiction/non-fiction  texts to highlight terms author , illustrator , spine of book, contents page and index

· Explain the role of an author and illustrator and demonstrate where pupils can find the names of these on a book 

· Discuss/demonstrate the term the spine of a book within the context of illustrating where pupils will find a colour coded mark when selecting/returning library books

· Discuss/demonstrate the terms contents page in both fiction and non-fiction texts

· Discuss/demonstrate the terms index and glossary as features of non-fictional texts 

· Discuss/demonstrate how a story can be broken into parts called chapters

· Provide whole class/trio/group opportunities for pupils to undergo before, during and after processes using the above terms  reading activities (see support material for advice)

· Ask trios/pairs/groups to use Text Detective Boards/non-fiction record sheets to record their findings and evidence from the texts read 

· Provide opportunities for pupils to conference during writing activities and highlight identified terms

· Introduce a simple illustrated dictionary and teach the pupils how to use one to find common words

· Model through use of ‘big’ books/shared texts the differences between poem and story and get pupils to identify 1 or 2  differences between the two

· Support pupils in finding textual clues i.e. words and simple phrases used  to describe characters/setting the scene by asking questions- use ‘big’ books/shared texts as models:

      a )describe a character:

· how  do they look?

· how they feel ?

· how they act/behave?

      b) setting the scene: (painting a picture)

· what can be seen?

· what can be heard?

· what can be smelt?

· what can be felt?

· Discuss these terms within writing activities

· Make use of the words/phrases on the reading/writing wall that are used for writing activities to support above

· Set homework tasks that involve parents asking key questions on terms identified at level A/B while sharing texts with pupils

e.g. what was the character like? Where did the story take

place?


	· Pre-school profile/

· Baseline assessment

· Observation

· Discussion

· Question & Answer

· Trio/group  evidence

· Pupils writing/saved work

· Personal word books

· Observation

· Discussion

· Question & Answer

· Trio/group  evidence

· Pupils writing/saved work

· Self/peer evaluation

· Conferencing evidence

· Text Detective/

    Non-fiction boards

· Observation

· Discussion

· Question & Answer

· Observation

· Discussion

· Question & Answer

· Observation

· Discussion

· Question & Answer

· Trio/group  evidence

· Pupils writing/saved work

· Conferencing evidence

· Homework evidence


	
	· Nursery profiles

· 3-5 Curriculum framework

· H.C. Programme of study – Early Years

· Big books support material

· Before, during and after reading support material

· Support material for Trios
· Writing programme levels A/B

· Listening & Talking programme levels A/B

· Agreed school reading policy

· School Reading Schemes

· Nelson Grammar Pupil Book 1

· ‘Another look at Reading’ (North Lanarkshire Council)

· ‘Reading for Information’ (North Lanarkshire Council)

· Level A/B writing targets

· Reading/

         writing wall

· Big books

· Poetry books

· 200 common words for reading and spelling (see support material)
· Teacher produced materials

· Electronic worksheets

· North Lanark activities

· Dictionaries

· Alphabet frieze

· Library books

· Teachers bank of descriptive phrases/words




Cross curricular: Listening & Talking; Writing; French; Gaelic


