Reading for Information Guidelines

The Non Fiction Big Book Lesson
Preparation

(
Choose a big book with suitable content.  To begin with select a book at a level below that which the children normally work at.

(
Read the book in advance and prepare two key questions - answers to be found in the text.

(
Place pupils in mixed ability trios.

(
Each trio should have a clipboard, a recording sheet, a pencil and a rubber.

(
Teacher should prepare board/flip chart in advance with same headings as children's record sheet.

(
Clear space so there is room for all children to sit on the floor and be able to read text of big book.

(
Establish clear trio rules.

(
Ensure children are clear about roles of recorder, checker and reporter.

Trio Rules

(
One clipboard, pencil and rubber per trio

(
Work using quiet indoor voices

(
When working in trios sit facing one another (little circle)

(
Listen carefully to one another

(
Take turns to be recorder, checker and reporter

(
Any recorded work to be as neat as possible as it is a joint piece of work

(
No put downs

(
Help one another

Time Allocation

One hour per fortnight.

Whole Class Big Book Non Fiction Lesson

Steps

(
All children seated in trios on floor around teacher, within sight of big book

(
Children write their names on record sheet

(
Class teacher quietly goes over trio rules and the roles of recorder, checker and reporter

(
Class focuses on cover of big book.

*
"What three pieces of information do we get from the cover?" (Title, author, illustrator)

*
What kind of book do you think it is? (Fiction, non-fiction)

(
Introduce children to contents page.

(
Discuss how contents page can help.

(
Talk about different topics mentioned in the contents page and the pages they are on.

(
Tell children what topic is to be covered in the lesson and ask what pages we need to look at.

(
Before turning to these pages ask trios to quietly discuss what they already know about the topic and the first recorder should write down their agreed answers. (Set a time limit.  3 minutes should be adequate.)

(
Class teacher asks reporter to be ready and takes one piece of information from each trio and writes it in the 'prior knowledge' column.  (Children are not allowed to repeat information already given so they have to listen carefully.)


Not all prior knowledge will be correct but write it down and it can be revisited at the end of the lesson.

(
Trios now have to think about what they want to find out about the specific topic.  They have three minutes to agree and write down two key questions. (Roles change within the trio.)

(
Class teacher asks reporters to be ready and takes one key question from each trio and records it in the 'what do we want to know' column.

(
Class encouraged by the teacher agree on the two key questions they are going to research.  (CT knows what answers can be found in the text.)  Each trio copies down the questions the class are going to research.

(
Invite a child to turn book to pages class are going to study today.

(
Ask class to skim and scan the text for unknown words and phrases.  Write these down and give explanation.

(
Inform class that they are going to read the text three times.

(
First time round read the text to the children.  Give explanations of difficult words and phrases.  If the words are in bold turn to the glossary and use glossary giving brief explanation of what glossary is and how we use it.  Encourage questioning from children.  Encourage children to interact with the text.

(
Second and third readings involve individual children or whole class in reading text.

(
Close book.

(
Change roles within trios.  Trios discuss and agree answer for first key question.  Recorder writes down answer.  Discuss and agree answer for second key question.  Recorder writes down answer.  Set time limit.  Perhaps ten minutes?  Support trios as necessary during this process.

(
When agreed time is reached remind reporters that they need to be ready to feed back their trios answers.

(
Encourage reporters to speak in loud clear voices.

(
Take one answer from each trio.  Comment on content and be encouraging.  Encourage constructive feedback from rest of class.

(
Return to prior knowledge column and make appropriate comments correcting wrong information.

Independent Trio Work Using Small Non Fiction Books
Preparation

(
Find one suitable small non-fiction book for each trio.  Each trio should have a different book.

*
P1 and P2 may find it easier to use the whole text of a simple non-fiction book.

(
Initially children require a lot of support for independent trio work.  CT should direct trios to specific pages to investigate and provide the two key questions.  This will mean preparing key questions to go with a maximum of eleven books.  Questions if laminated will last all year.  As children become more proficient prompts can be withdrawn until children are working independently of teacher input.

Each trio will have

(
A clipboard, pencil and rubber

(
A small non fiction book (with prompts giving details of pages to read and key questions)

(
A recording sheet

The Lesson

(
The process will be modelled by the class teacher through a whole class big book lesson but focusing on one key question instead of two.

(
Individual trios are given small non fiction books and prompts.

(
First few times talk trios through the process

*
Look at the cover of your little book.  Talk about the title, author, illustrator.

*
Look at the topic you are going to investigate.  Discuss, agree and record prior knowledge.  Remind class of trio roles, recorder, checker, reporter.  Set time limit.

*
Write down your key questions.

*
Turn to the pages you are going to investigate.

*
Skim and scan for difficult words and phrases.

*
Read text three times.  Everyone takes turn to read aloud.  Best reader should start.  Encourage quiet, clear, expressive reading.

*
Discuss difficult words and phrases.  Try to guess meaning from context.  Use glossary.

*
Read text three times.

*
Close book.  Change roles within trio.  Discuss, agree and record answers to key question.

*
Reporter from each trio shares answers with class.

Ensure every child has opportunity to be recorder, checker, reporter.

