Assessment website: www.ltscotland.org.uk/assess
Writing

2.7  Writing assessments

National Assessment in Writing at Levels A to E comprises three pieces of writing:
· an extended piece of writing arising from class work – an imaginative story, for example;

· an extended piece of writing based on a task randomly selected from the assessment bank and of a genre different from the writing done as part of class work; 
· a writer’s craft task – a shorter, more focused piece of writing – randomly selected from the assessment bank.  

National Assessment in Writing at Level F comprises two pieces of extended writing related to the strand Writing about Texts and a shorter writer’s craft task.

2.8  Extended writing at Levels A-E

For both pieces of extended writing, introduce the task in a manner which will stimulate interest and activate prior knowledge.  Ensure that the pupils are given the appropriate support for the Level (see Levels of Support below).  

· Make sure that pupils understand the audience and purpose of their piece of writing and that they are fully aware of the criteria to be used to assess their writing.  

· Distribute the task sheets and ask the pupils to write their names and the date on the front cover.  

· Direct the pupils to the Planning Page.  Pupils may use the Planning Page provided or take responsibility for their own planning.  Remind the pupils to make brief notes on the Planning Page.  They do not need to write sentences.  Remind them that the Planning Page is for their own use, and will not be assessed.  

· Allow time at the end of the unit for pupils to check their work.  Pupils may use a dictionary, thesaurus and/or word bank to check their spelling.  

· Answer questions only on procedure.  

There is no set time limit for pupils.  It is expected that each piece of writing should be completed within approximately 120 minutes, not necessarily consecutively or on the same day.

2.9  Extended writing at Level F

The pupil should first complete the class-based extended writing task relating to the strand Writing about Texts.  The Level F writing package should then be downloaded from the item bank.  The package will contain a sheet detailing four extended writing tasks relating to Writing about Texts and one shorter writer’s craft task.  

Pupils are asked to select one of the extended writing tasks to complete.  Pupils may choose the task to which they would prefer to respond.  The class/group do not all have to undertake the same task.  However, the task chosen must be different from the class-based task.  

Pupils may refer to a copy of their chosen text during the assessment, but they may not refer to any written work undertaken as part of the study of the text or for revision purposes.
· Discuss the different purposes of writing about texts and the structure of a written response to a text.  

· Discuss the techniques familiar to the pupils with regard to writing about texts, such as note-taking and presenting evidence.  

· Ensure pupils have a full knowledge of the appropriate criteria used to assess their writing.  

· Ask pupils to choose one of the tasks, advising which one of the four tasks may not be selected.  

· Ask pupils to write their names, the date and the title and author of their chosen text at the top of the first page.  Ensure subsequent pages can be identified.  

Pupils are likely to write between 500 and 600 words.  Although there is no set time limit, it is envisaged that the task will be completed within approximately 160 minutes, not necessarily in a single session or on the same day.

2.10  Levels of support

Pupils working at Level A should be given help with the choice of language, content, planning and layout.  

Pupils working at Levels B and C should be made aware of suitable choice of language, content, planning and layout.  

Pupils working at Levels D, E and F should take responsibility for planning, choice of language, content and layout.  Any bullet points provided in planning sheets are for guidance only; pupils may prefer to devise their own plans.

2.11  Marking  

The class teacher should usually carry out marking, but other arrangements are at the discretion of the Head Teacher or Principal Teacher.  The Criteria for the different writing tasks will be downloaded along with the tasks and guidance for teachers.  Pupils must achieve a minimum standard in all three pieces of writing to confirm that a level has been achieved.

2.12  Using the criteria to mark extended writing for Levels A-F  
· Read the assessment piece as a whole ensuring that it is appropriate to the demands of the task.   Form an initial judgement.

· Using the criteria specific to the particular assessment unit, check the individual statements in the appropriate level column.

· If the writing meets all the criteria, the pupil has achieved the expected level.

· If the writing does not meet all the criterion statements at the expected level, it is still possible to achieve the expected level.

(   Where only one criterion (ie. one bullet point) is not achieved on either side, or 
        even on both sides of the bold line, the writing has achieved the level.

(   If, however, two criterion statements (ie. two bullet points) are not met on any

      one side of the bold line, the writing has not achieved the level.

· Where a pupil has a specific learning difficulty and an Individualised Educational Programme has been drawn up, the spelling criteria need not apply.  A level of achievement should be given with an indication that spelling has not been assessed,

2.13  The Writer’s Craft task at Levels A-F
The purpose of this task is to allow pupils to show, in writing, their understanding of the writer’s craft at the relevant level.  The writer’s craft task relates to the strand within the outcome of Reading, Reading to reflect on the writer’s ideas and craft (National Guidelines, English Language 5-14, pages 16 and 17).  These tasks involve pupils in responding to a piece of text through discussion with the teacher, and then continuing the text using the features of the original as a model.

2.14  Administration of the Writer’s Craft task  

Introduce the task as described below.  Ensure that the pupils are given the appropriate support for the level (see Levels of Support above). Make sure that pupils understand the purpose of their piece of writing and that they are fully aware of the criteria to be used to assess their writing.

· Read aloud the starter text (pupils working at the upper levels may prefer to read the text silently) and ask pupils to identify some of the features particular to the kind of writing eg. horror, science fiction, comedy.

· Through questioning, establish involvement with the text eg. Who are the characters?  What is happening?  Where is the story taking place?

· Through further questioning appropriate to the level, identify features of the writer’s style ie. the choice of language, content, sentence structure, punctuation and tone, used to tell the story.

· Ask the group for a few suggestions as to what might happen next.  Give pupils a short time to think alone and / or to share thoughts in pairs / groups.  They may make notes if they want to.

· Pupils working at Levels A and B may suggest a few words with which to make a word bank on the board.  Do not write sentences.

· Tell them that they are going to write the next part of the story in the same style as the writer.  Tell the pupils to pay close attention to how the writer has told the story so far, and remind pupils of the suggestions they made about the style in the earlier discussion.

· Reinforce that they are not being asked to finish the story, or to bring it to any conclusion.  This is a short piece of writing.

· Encourage pupils to look at the passage again before they start to write.

2.15  Assessing performance on the Writer’s Craft task  

Refer to Criteria for Marking Writer’s Craft document.  Read the piece of writing, ideally more than once.  A pupil needs to be able to fulfil most of the description for a particular level for the level to be awarded.  If there is a problem with spelling or punctuation, for example, a level may still be achieved.  If there is more than one weakness, however, it cannot be said that the pupil is confidently working at that level.

2.16  Arrangements for re-assessment  

A pupil who does not reach the expected level on one of the tasks should be re-assessed using an additional task of the same genre from the bank.  Re-assessment should only take place once difficulties have been identified and addressed.  

Pupils who do not meet the minimum requirement in extended writing for Level F may repeat the same task using a different text or choose a different task.

2.17  Examples 

Examples of tasks for the assessment of writing are provided in Appendix 2.

