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    Appendix 2

English language - writing

Extended writing 

My favourite place – an example at Levels B/C
Complaint to the council – an example at Levels D/E

Writer’s Craft 

Teacher’s Guide for Writer’s Craft tasks Levels A-F

Danny - an example at Levels D/E

Criteria for marking Writer’s Craft task – Imaginative Writing

MY FAVOURITE PLACE

Write a personal account about a place you like to go to.  Make clear where this is, what it is like and why you like to go there.

Use your Planning Page notes to help you.

COMPLAINT TO THE COUNCIL

Write a letter to your local Council explaining a situation about which you have a problem and suggesting your solution.  You want to persuade the Council to do something to improve the situation.

Remember to use the notes you have made on your Planning Page to help you.

TEACHER'S GUIDE

WRITER’S CRAFT TASKS

LEVELS A - F

Purpose 

The purpose of this task is to allow pupils to show, in writing, their understanding of the writer’s craft at the relevant level.  The writer’s craft task relates to the strand within the outcome of Reading, Reading to reflect on the writer’s ideas and craft (National Guidelines, English Language 5-14, pages 16 and 17).  These tasks involve pupils in responding to a piece of text through discussion with the teacher, and then continuing the text using the features of the original as a model.

Introduction and Preparation
· Introduce the task as described below.

· Ensure that the pupils are given the appropriate support for the level (see Levels of Support below). 

· Make sure that pupils understand the purpose of their piece of writing and that they are fully aware of the criteria to be used to assess their writing.

The Task

· Read aloud the starter text (pupils working at the upper levels may prefer to read the text silently) and ask pupils to identify some of the features particular to the kind of writing eg. horror, science fiction, comedy.

· Through questioning, establish involvement with the text eg. Who are the characters?  What is happening?  Where is the story taking place?

· Through further questioning appropriate to the level, identify features of the writer’s style ie the choice of language, content, sentence structure, punctuation and tone, used to tell the story.

· Ask the group for a few suggestions as to what might happen next.  Give pupils a short time to think alone and / or to share thoughts in pairs / groups.  They may make notes if they want to.

· Pupils working at Levels A and B may suggest a few words with which to make a word bank on the board.  Do not write sentences.

· Tell them that they are going to write the next part of the story in the same style as the writer.  Tell the pupils to pay close attention to how the writer has told the story so far, and remind pupils of the suggestions they made about the style in the earlier discussion.

· Reinforce that they are not being asked to finish the story, or to bring it to any 
conclusion.  This is a short piece of writing.

· Encourage pupils to look at the passage again before they start to write.

Levels of Support

Pupils working at Level A should be given help with the choice of language and content. 

Pupils working at Levels B and C should be made aware of suitable choice of language, content, sentence structure and punctuation.

Pupils working at Levels D - F should take responsibility for choice of language, content, sentence structure and punctuation.

Danny

Michael was worried.  He knew he should never have come to the fairground on his own at night, but he couldn’t resist the glow of the flashing lights, and the thumping of the rock music that he had heard from his bedroom across the park.  He looked the part in his new combat trousers and Nike jacket, that made him look older than his eleven years.  But it was always a problem being so small, and his nickname, ‘Titch’, didn’t help!  His anxious dark eyes darted from side to side, taking in the noisy fairground.  The roundabout of horses in front of him bobbed up and down, as it spun round and round.  ‘Kid’s stuff,’ thought Michael to himself.  Although the night air was filled with the sweet, sticky smell of candy floss, and the spicy tang of hot dogs, Michael didn’t feel hungry.  He was too busy deciding which ride to choose.  His eye was caught by the dodgems – they looked more fun with their noisy, coloured cars!

‘Fancy a go, then?’ Michael spun round to see a face he recognised from the school.  It was Danny from the year above, who he had always thought of as cruel.

Now continue the story.  Try to match your choice of words and phrases and the way you put them together with that of the original author    Remember, you are not being asked to finish the story, or to bring it to any conclusion.  This is a short piece of writing.

CRITERIA FOR MARKING WRITER’S CRAFT TASKS – IMAGINATIVE WRITING

The purpose of this task is to allow pupils to show, in writing, their understanding of the writer’s craft at the relevant level.  The writer’s craft task relates to the strand within the outcome of Reading, Reading to reflect on the writer’s ideas and craft (National Guidelines, English Language 5-14, pages 16 and 17).  These tasks involve pupils in responding to a piece of text through discussion with the teacher, and then continuing the text using the features of the original as a model.

How to apply the criteria

Read the piece of writing, ideally more than once.  A pupil needs to be able to fulfil most of the description for a particular level to be awarded.  If there is a problem with spelling or punctuation, for example, a level may still be achieved.  If there is more than one weakness, however, it cannot be said that the pupil is confidently working at that level.

Level A

The writing continues the story.  Common linking words are used to organise ideas (eg. and, then). Commonly used words are spelt accurately and a capital letter and a full stop are used to mark at least one sentence.

Level B

The writing continues the characters and events of the original story.  Common linking words are used to organise ideas into sentences (eg and, then, but, so, that). An increased range of commonly used words are spelt accurately and punctuation is beginning to support what has been written.

Level C

The writing continues the characters, setting and events of the original story.  Less commonly used words are spelt with increasing confidence and accuracy.  In the main, the punctuation supports what has been written.

Level 
D

The writing continues the characters, setting / scene and events of the original story.  The language begins to reflect the style and tone of the author.  There is some variety in sentence structure.  There is accurate spelling for most of the words needed for the task and most sentences are punctuated accurately.

Level E

The writing creates an accurate and convincing impression of the characters, setting / scene, atmosphere, and events.  The writer demonstrates good understanding of the style and tone of the original author.  There is appropriate variety in sentence structure.  There is accurate spelling in the main and accurately constructed, punctuated and linked sentences.

Level F

The writing creates an accurate and convincing impression of the characters, setting / scene, atmosphere, and events.  The writer makes a sustained and convincing attempt at continuing in the style and tone of the original author.  There is appropriate variety in sentence structure.  There is accurate spelling in the main and accurately constructed, punctuated and linked sentences.

