
Imaginative & Personal Writing– Level A

Attainment targets: Write briefly about a personal experience.



   Write a brief imaginative story.

	Assessment Criteria:

The pupils will be able to
	Teachers will
	Assessment Evidence 
	Evaluation/

Next Steps for Learning and Teaching
	Suggested

Resources

	Write for a variety of occasions
Name 2 functions of writing

Use the basic word processing functions

Discuss main writing targets 

Begin to make a written plan using 2/3  bullet points – key words and phrases

Include  level A core targets in writing

Include 1 or 2 sentences in their writing
Understand the need to read, check and improve their writing 
Begin to edit their writing

Articulate relevant elements in a story, e.g. who, what, why ?etc.

Compose a brief story/personal experience containing the main elements – When? Where?

Compose a brief story/personal experience containing 

beginning (where, who, when)

middle (what happened, why happen, how feel)

ending (how did story finish

Convey a simple personal response to text
	· Continue activities identified at Pre- Level A to foster opportunities to write and give pupils purposes to write in a variety of forms

· Continue to provide activities in a writing/literacy area

· Provide opportunities for incidental writing activities as well as more formal writing sessions e.g. festival/seasonal activities, making up rhymes etc.

· Introduce opportunities for trio/group stories/writing

· Provide opportunities for weekly ‘big’ books to model/teach aspects of structure, grammar, punctuation etc.

· Discuss that writing is important - gives information, helps people keep in touch, lets them express how they feel, tells a story etc.

· Continue to encourage home/school links and reading writing links -  home writing, teddy’s adventures, story bags – share with parents  writing targets which they  can discuss during home reading (who, when, why? etc)

· Introduce the use of word processors for all stages of writing and teach the pupils how to use the basic key functions (see Highland Council ICT programme of study for level A creating and presenting skills)

Preparing to write (Think  Model  Talk Plan)

· stimulate excitement and enthusiasm for writing

· share selected writing targets on teaching board with pupils e.g. when/why/how/where?
· model by telling pupils a story (have additionally a weekly big book lesson posing open questions relating to targets, punctuation, common words etc. )

· ask  pupils to rehearse their stories before writing them

· provide pupils with pre-prepared combined planning/writing  formats
· ask pupils to draw plan or write plan with 2/3 bullet points
(For poetry provide model and clear steps for pupils to follow, using if required, pro- formas)

The Writing Process (Think  Write  Review)

· organise class to make scribing/writing manageable

· ask pupils to  draw more detailed plan to reflect what they scribe/write  and write/underwrite first sentence 
· encourage pupils to access known common words to support writing 

· circulate, and  scribe if necessary,  what the pupil wants to say discussing vocabulary and ideas. Through questioning, allow them to expand the language of their writing - keep pupils focused.

· encourage pupils in their use of capital letters and full stops. 

· reinforce the core targets as well as the writing targets

Conferencing & Improving

(Think  Talk about  Check  Improve)

· introduce trio work and give pupils the opportunity to conference in pairs/trios at relevant stages throughout the writing process (e.g. after the opening part of the story/after the middle part of the story, etc.) to check  that all targets are met.

· circulate and monitor/participate in the conferencing process

Proof Reading & Publishing  (Edit   Presentation)

(Publish a few selected pieces over the course of a session)
· ask individual pupils to improve/check their piece of writing – technical skills (handwriting, spelling, punctuation, etc.)

· ask pairs/trios to proof read each other’s work.

· have a celebration of writing  - choose star writers, give badges, display work

· organise pupils’ writing appropriately – jotter, folder, etc

· give pupils opportunities to read their own/each other’s writing books throughout the week and highlight the reading/writing connection.

·  Encourage pupils to assess their own writing against the targets.
Complete ‘contexts’ for writing: 
Imaginative story:

Personal account/letter/report:

Poetry:

Match up to main teaching points at level A

· when a situation happened

· where a particular event might take place 

· an appropriate ending for a story

· Three part stories 

· Beginning (where, who, when?)
· Middle (what happened, why happen, how feel?)
· Ending (how did story finish?)
· ask pupils to complete a simple pictorial review sheet on a book that has been read

· give pupils a mock test on  2 pieces of writing over a session and assess these  pieces  formally against 5-14 national assessment  criteria.  These should be graded and kept in the pupils’ writing assessment folios which should follow the pupil from P1-P7. 

· talk with the pupil about successes and next steps and together set writing targets for the next period.

(To achieve level A pupils should be able to write a story of 25 or more words, as recommended by HMI.)

	· Discussion

· Question & Answer

· Pupils’ writing

· Observation

· Question & Answer

· Discussion

· Observation of skills

· Question & Answer

· Observation 

·   Pupil plans

·   Question & Answer

·   Discussion

· Observation of targets in writing

· Question & Answer

· Discussion

· Pupils’ writing

· Discussion

· Question & Answer

·   Discussion

· Evidence of trios work  
· Pupils’

       writing/folios

· Observation

· Discussion

· Question & Answer

· Pupils’ writing/saved files

· Evidence of editing

· Writing folios

· Star writer list

· Observation

· Discussion

· Question & Answer

· Pupils’ writing/saved files

· Writing folios

· Review sheets

· Question & Answer

· Pupil folios

· ‘My record for writing’ sheets

· Pupil writing record sheets

· National assessments


	
	· N. Lanark Booklet 3

· Writing /targets board

· Core/writing targets level A

· Pupil planning sheets

· Homework diaries

·  ‘My Dictionary for Writing’

· Pictorial dictionary

· ‘Have A Go’ Boards (see support material)
· ‘Bright Ideas’    Book

· Textease

· ‘Clicker 4’ 

· Reading and writing  walls

· Word banks

· Collins Writing Scheme – Introductory Book

· ‘Writing House’ videos 1 & 2 (Channel 4)

· Fiction ‘big’ books 

· Conferencing guidance (see N. Lanark support material)

· ‘Programme of study - Early Years’ (pages 9-20)

· First 100 common words list (see support material)
· Pupil 

Checklists

· ‘My record for writing’ sheets (see support material)
· Pupil Writing Records (see support material)
· ‘Self Assessment checklist’ level A

· National  Assessments level A 
· (see assessment folder in support material))      

· HMI writing criteria checklist (see support material)
· Collected examples of pupil work to act as exemplars for future lessons

· Star writer awards
· Pictorial book reviews

· Guidance for writing book reviews (see support material)



Cross curricular: Writing strands: Punctuation & Structure; Spelling; Handwriting & Presentation; Knowledge about Language

                            Reading   Listening & Talking   French/Gaelic   Environmental Studies(Social Studies)  RME   Health   ICT  PSD/Citizenship  


