
Imaginative & Personal Writing– Pre-Level A

Attainment targets: Write briefly about a personal experience.

                   Write a brief imaginative story.
	Assessment Criteria:

The pupils will be able to
	Teachers will
	Assessment Evidence 
	Evaluation/

Next Steps for Learning and Teaching
	Suggested

Resources

	Talk about why people write and give a few examples of the form writing takes

Understand that writing is a way of communicating with others

Put pictures and short sentences in correct sequence
Draw a simple plan for their story
Dictate 2 sentences for scribing
Improve their ‘plan’ to reflect what they are scribing
Identify capital letters and full stops

Discuss if they have met the targets
Read their own stories and others’ stories 

Dictate relevant information on who is in their story, what happens, why it happened and how they/the characters feel?


	· Refer to the Highland Council ‘Programme of Study – Early Years’ pages 9-19 for further advice about emergent writing and how composition of writing in Nursery dovetails into the early years in primary

· Highlight the links between reading, writing and listening and talking – get pupils to talk about stories, their emergent writing etc.

· Read stories,  poems etc to the pupils on a regular basis – use ‘big’ books as models
· Set up a free writing area within the classroom (perhaps as part of a literacy area) to give pupils opportunities to ‘write’/’read’/listen to, stories, poems etc.
· Allow pupils to experiment with emergent writing in role play activities

· Model being a writer- it highlights to the pupils that writing is important and has a purpose 

· Give pupils a wide experience of sequencing activities through games/sequencing pictures etc. 

· Encourage home/school links  -  home writing, teddy’s adventures, story bags – share with parents  writing targets which they  can discuss during home reading (who, when, why? etc)

· Use contexts for writing across the curriculum

· Continue to use the above activities throughout the first 2 years of level A as well as more formally teaching the following procedures

Early Level A

Preparing to write (Think  Model  Talk Plan)

· stimulate excitement and enthusiasm for writing

· share targets on teaching board with pupils

· model by telling pupils a story (have additionally a weekly big book lesson posing open questions relating to targets, punctuation, common words etc. )

· ask pupils to rehearse their stories before writing them

· provide pupils with pre-prepared combined planning/writing  formats which includes one sentence initially.
· ask pupils to draw plan for their story
· The Writing Process (Think  Write  Review)

· organise class to make scribing manageable

· pupils draw plan with increasing detail  and overwrite/underwrite first sentence 
· circulate and  scribe what the pupils want to say discussing vocabulary and ideas. Through questioning, allow them to expand the language of the plan - keep pupils focused.

· ask pupils to ‘overwrite’ /’underwrite’ scribed text
· draw  pupils attention to capital letters and full –stops 

· ask pupils to overwrite capital letters in green and full stops  in red (done in lesson or next day)

· have a celebration of all writing (no star writers at initial stage) through reading/telling stories 

· name and date pupils’ writing (may display on wall) and put in writing folders which will form their ongoing writing book

· give pupils opportunities to read their own/each other’s writing books throughout the week and highlight the reading/writing connection.

· encourage pupils to assess their own writing against the targets.

Complete ‘contexts’ for writing :e.g.
Lost in the park,  my mum
· Who?
· What?
· Why?
· How do you/they feel?
	· Discussion

· Question & Answer

· Observation

· Question & Answer

· Discussion

· Samples of emergent writing

· Observation

· Discussion

· Activities in correct sequence

· Question & Answer

· Observation 
·   Pupil plans

·   Question & Answer

·   Discussion

· Observation of skills

· Question & Answer

· Pupils’ writing

· Discussion

· Question & Answer

·   Discussion

·   Pupils’

       writing/folios

·  Wall displays

· Observation

· Discussion

· Question & Answer

· Pupils’ writing/saved files

· Peer/self evaluation

· Writing folios


	
	· N Lanark Booklet 2

· Highland Council ‘Programme of Study – Early Years

· Variety of writing materials

· Story/poem audio/video tapes

· Story Bags

· Writing /targets board

· Core targets level A

· Writing targets level A

· Pupil planning/

        writing sheets

· ‘My Dictionary for Writing’

· School reading schemes/

        library books

· ‘Big books’ (see support material for advice)
·  Textease

· ‘Clicker 4’ 

· Reading and writing  walls

· Word banks

· Collins Writing Scheme – Introductory Book

· ‘Writing House’   videos 1 & 2 (Channel 4)




Cross curricular: strands: Punctuation & Structure; Spelling; Handwriting & Presentation; Knowledge about Language

                                         Reading   Listening & Talking   French/Gaelic   E.S. (Social Subjects)  RME    Health    ICT   PSD/Citizenship 


