The Highland Writing Toolkit

WRITING  ABOUT 

YOURSELF

Planning: Who?

Who? : 


Yourself? 

Your Friend?

Your Mum/Dad?

Other People?

Planning: Who?

To describe people vividly

try to use a
simile.
My grandfather’s face was 

as wrinkled as an elephant’s hide.
Planning: Who?

To describe vividly you can use a 
metaphor.
A smile cracked his face.
Planning: Who? (Language)

Use well chosen 

adjectives 

to describe people:

The tiny, golden-haired girl had a grimy, round face covered in 

large freckles.

Planning: Structure

WHAT? 

· What happened first?
· Then what happened?

· What happened in the end?
Planning:  Structure

The Main Events

Should you change the order of events?

Planning: Why?

Why did it happen?

Because …

Planning: How?

How did it happen?

Suddenly?

Quietly?

Violently?

Planning: FEELINGS

How did people feel about the main events?

Happy?  Sad?  Scared? Angry?

How did you feel?

How did other people feel?

The Ending

How did you feel at the end?

How did they feel at the end?

What did you think at the end?

What did they think at the end?

Planning: Feelings (Language)

To describe feelings vividly try to use a 

simile
I was so shocked it felt 
like a brick had hit me.
or a metaphor
My heart was a lump of cold stone.
Planning: Thoughts

What did you think?

e.g. I thought that I was lost.
What did they think?

e.g. My mum thought she would never find me.

Planning: Thoughts

REFLECTION:

is looking back and describing what you 

have learned from the experience.

Be sure to include reflection.
“I realise now that my mother was unwell, but at the time her sharpness hurt me.”

Planning:  Dialogue

SPEECH:

What did you say?

e.g. “I want my mummy,” I cried.
What did they say?

“Don’t cry,” murmured the kind lady.

Planning:  Dialogue

Using speech/dialogue will make personal experience come alive. 

Does your dialogue reflect the way people really speak?

Planning: Dialogue

Use dialogue which tells more about:


· situations

· characters

· feelings

· reactions

SETTING (Where the events take place)
At home?  In the park?

At school? Somewhere else?
Describe sights, sounds, 

smells & tastes

Planning: Setting

SETTING - When?

Summer / Winter / Autumn / Spring?

This year / last year?  Years ago?

Morning? Afternoon? Evening?

Planning: Setting (Language)

SOUNDS

Use onomatopoeic words to describe sounds vividly.  These are words which suggest what they are describing.

thud, moan, crunch, rustle.

Planning: Setting (Language)

ATMOSPHERE is the creation of feeling or mood.  By describing setting fully using similes, metaphors and onomatopoeia you can create a particular atmosphere.

Spooky, Happy, Sad, Violent …

What atmosphere is being created here?

It was after midnight and pitch dark outside because the moon was hiding behind a mass of black clouds.  I heard a faint tapping on my window as if a branch was being blown against the glass. Then my ears picked up a faint whimper like a child crying softly in pain, which made the hair rise on the back of my neck. 
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Section 3 – Writing A Story About Yourself

