WRITING CRITERIA GRID

A selection of pieces of writing produced by pupils will have the following features:

	
	At LEVEL A
	At LEVEL B
	At LEVEL C
	At LEVEL D
	At LEVEL E
	At LEVEL F

	RANGE AND

 LENGTH 

(One piece this length)
	A few pieces, mainly personal.

Length: 25+ words
	Includes examples of writing for a practical purpose and personal pieces.

Length: 50+ words
	Includes one example each of imaginative, personal and functional writing.

Length: 150+ words
	Imaginative, personal and functional writing and a range of genre/forms/purposes.

Length: 250+ words
	Several pieces of imaginative, personal and functional.  Wide range of genre. 

Length: 350+ words
	Extensive range of imaginative, personal and functional and of genre/forms/purposes.

Length: 500+ words

	LAYOUT
	Some of the work is legible.  Letter formation may be immature.
	Legible.  Letters of appropriate case.
	Legible.  Some attempt at setting out paragraphs (perhaps just initial paragraph.)
	Legible.  Marked into paragraphs, where appropriate.
	Legible.

Paragraphed.  Takes account of the needs of the reader.
	Work is legible and paragraphed.  Takes account of the needs of the reader.  Layout is appropriate to form.

	CHOICE OF LANGUAGE
	Basic vocabulary.  May use word banks to copy some words.
	Uses wider range of words.  Some use of adjectives.
	Uses vocabulary to evoke a scene accurately or to convey event/feelings.  (Beyond ‘happy’ or ‘sad’)
	Varied.  Some attempt to select vocabulary to create particular effects.
	Vocabulary is in line with the purposes of the task.
	Mature use of vocabulary to create effects.  Some may use wrong word in experimenting with vocabulary.

	SPELLING
	Common words spelt correctly
	Misspellings are not intrusive.  Pupil has strategy for supporting spelling (e.g. wordbank or dictionary)
	Most words spelt correctly.  May misspell less frequently used words.
	If pupil (otherwise at D+) makes many spelling mistakes at this level (+) schools should provide specific support
	Most words spelt accurately, including less common vocabulary.
	Work is spelt accurately.  A few otherwise accomplished writers may have a specific spelling difficulty.

	SELECTION AND ORGANISATION OF IDEAS
	In best pieces, statement of one or two ideas relevant to task.  Work shows signs of attempt to link ideas.
	Organisation allows reader to grasp the purpose of the writing.  Sentences joined by simple linking words.
	Writing is coherent.  Covers main points of purpose or narrates events in logical sequence.  Some variation in sentences.
	Ideas are relevant to purpose.  A clear (narrative or other) structure is evident across pieces.
	Overall, examples of writing show good internal coherence and ideas are relevant and well-organised.
	Sophisticated ideas are well organised, e.g. uses introduction and/or conclusion or devices to help reader.  Well structured.

	PUNCTUATION
	Uses a capital letter and full stop to mark at least one sentence.  May not attempt to punctuate every piece.
	Capital letter and full stop to mark at least two sentences in a piece.  All writing has punctuation attempts.
	Sentences are usually punctuated correctly, using commas and question marks where appropriate.
	Still some slips in punctuation, but generally accurate.  Marks direct speech appropriately.
	Sentences are appropriately punctuated.  Where there are errors, these are rate.
	Punctuation is accurate.  Any weaknesses are a result of attempts to experiment.

	APPROX S GRADE EQUIVALENCE
	None
	None
	Grades 4/5/6
	Grades 4/3
	Grade 3
	Grade 1/2


