ICT Programme of Work

Glossary

A: drive


The name given to the drive for floppy discs

Animation

A simulation of movement by displaying a series of pictures, or frames, in fast succession

Attachment

A file included with e-mail

Bar chart

Graphs consisting of vertical or horizontal bars whose lengths are proportional to amounts or quantities

Bitmap image

An image created from tiny coloured squares (pixels) on the computer screen

Boolean operators

One of a number of conjunctions (AND, OR, NOT) used to narrow down searches performed using a search engine

Card keyboard

A play keyboard to familiarise children with the location of keys

CD-ROM (Compact Disc Read-Only Memory)

A device for storing electronic information; can store up to 450 floppy discs worth of information

C: drive

The name given to the computer’s hard disk drive

Cell

A box in a spreadsheet, which can hold either data or a formula

Clip art

Electronic illustrations that can be inserted into a document

.com

a commercial organisation that trades internationally

Contact Controller

A control box that enables a computer to control models or external devices

Control

The control of mechanical and electronic devices through computer programs; can sometimes be linked to sensing technology equipment

Crop

To trim an image

Cursor

A small arrow or flashing line that shows your position on the screen; also known as a pointer

Data

Distinct pieces of information that exist in a variety of forms

Database

An electronic store of data that can be searched or manipulated – an electronic ‘record card’ system

Data handling

Working with and interpreting data stored in a database

Data/Information Handling System

The structure or program used to handle a database; enables you to search, sort, and interrogate records. 

Data logging

Collecting measurements of environmental data that change over time. The information is collected automatically with the use of sensing technology

Desktop publishing (DTP)

The production of printed material with a desktop computer and printer

Digital Camera

A camera that records images in a digital form allowing east transfer to a computer where the images can be altered, stored or viewed

Disk drive

A machine that reads data from and writes data onto a disk

Document

A file, created with a word processor, that can contain text, images and other objects

DPI (Dots per Inch)

A measurement used to define the resolution of monitors, printers and scanners

E-mail (Electronic mail)

The sending and receiving of information from one computer to another over any distance

Feedback

Information in response to an enquiry or experiment

Field

A single heading on the ‘record card’ in a database

File

Data that is entered and saved on the computer with a file name

Filter

A method used to search for specific information in a database

Floor turtle

A robot that can be programmed to follow directional commands

Floppy disk

A removable disk that the computer uses to store information

Folder

A collection of computer files

Font

The style of typeface

Formula, formulae

A method of calculation that is an expression of how one cell in a spreadsheet acts upon another cell

Graphics

The creation, editing and printing of pictures.

Hard disk 

A magnetic disk used to store data. Permanently connected to the computer as part of the hardware

Hard disk drive

A disk drive that reads from and writes to a hard disc; the computer’s permanent data store

Hardware

Physical machinery and equipment of a computer

Highlight

To select text on screen; to mark with a light tone; a character, word, block of text or a command displayed in reverse video on screen

Hyper-links

The clickable links or ‘hotspots’ that connect pages of the World Wide Web to each other

Icon

A small picture on the computer screen that represents a command or function

Import

To bring data (like a picture) from on file into another

Input

Information fed into the computer to produce an action or result

Interface

The keyboard, mouse and menus of a computer system that allow the user to communicate with the operating system

Internet

A network accessed via a telephone line that connects computers around the world and allows them to share information

JPEG (Joint Photographic Experts Group)

A file format used for storing photographic images

Keyboard

A range of keys, usually hand operated, on a musical or other instrument, a typewriter, or attached to a computer

Key word

A way of searching a CD-ROM for specific information

Log on

Gain access to a network, in particular, the Internet

Loop

A program feature that provides a repeated sound structure and rhythm

Media

Different means by which information is communicated (e.g. the medium of sound; the medium of video)

Megabyte (MB)

A unit used to measure computer memory

Menu

Computer screen with listed options that you click to go to other screens.

Modem

A device that uses telephone lines to connect computers to each other for sending communications

Motor

Output device that can be attached to the control box to control devices and make things move

Mouse

A small, hand-held device that controls the movement of the cursor on the computer screen

MSN

A popular Internet search engine

Multimedia

Communication that uses any combination of different media. In computing, the presentation of text, graphics, video, animation and sound in an integrated way

Navigate

To find your way around software or the World Wide Web by following links

Network

A group of interconnected computers that communicate with each other and share resources such as printers and software

Off-line

Not connected to the Internet

On-line

Connected to the Internet

Output

This is the action or result produced by the computer after an input has been processed

Over-typing

An editing mode that enables you to enter and edit text. The characters you type erase the existing characters

Page layout

The way the text and images are arranged on the page

Path

The route an operating system must follow to access an executable program

PC

A personal computer

Pictogram

A pictorial representation of statistics on a graph or chart

Picture bank

A bank of images grouped according to particular themes

Point size

The size of the type

Pointer

See cursor

Procedure

A set of instructions to make a computer perform a task or job

Program

An organised list of instructions that causes the computer to behave in a predetermined way

Provider

Also known as an Internet Service Provider, a company who provides you with access to the Internet

RAM (Random Access Memory)

The working memory of the computer. Used for storing data temporarily while working on it. Can be discussed directly and immediately, in contrast to other media such as magnetic tape that must be wound to a certain point to retrieve data. RAM is known as volatile memory; it will disappear if the power is switched off before it is saved

Raster image

A bitmap image

Real-time

A mode in which information is collected and passed straight to the computer, via serial port, for display and analysis

Record

One component set of information in a database: the nearest analogy is one card in a card index

Recording Wizard

A device that collects and records data in different modes (Real Time or Remote) over a selected time-span or as individual readings

Repeat

A shortcut in Logo programming that enables a command to be repeated without having to type it again

Resolution

The sharpness and clarity of an image; measured in the number of DPI on a computer sreen, printer or scanner – high resolution means finer quality of image

ROM (Read-Only Memory)

Memory that can be read but not changed and is used to store the essential software of the computer. ROM is known as non-volatile storage; its content is kept even if the power is switched off

Rotate

To spin an image or piece of text

Scanner

A device for copying (digitising) pictures into the computer

Screen turtle

A symbol on a computer screen that can be programmed using Logo to follow directional commands

Search

Making the computer go through all or parts of the records in its database file, to find those records that correspond to certain criteria

Search engine

A database management program that searches the World Wide Web

Sensing technology

Sensor equipment that collects and displays changes in environmental data (temperature, movement, sound); connects to a computer

Sensor

An electronic device for sensing changes in the environment

Sensor Wizard

Device used to select which sensor readings are taken and displayed on the graph

Sequence

A set of ordered instructions

Serial port

A socket on the computer where an external device is connected to the hard drive

Simulation

An imitation of a real life activity or scenario

Software

Programs that tell the computer what to do

Sort

Put the records in a database into order or into groups, sometimes done by using an index file, which means the records may be examined in a particular order, for printout

Sound bank

A bank of sounds grouped according to particular themes

Spreadsheet

A table of values arranged in rows and columns

Stack

A group of cards that make up a Hyperstudio presentation

Stamp

A small prepared graphic that can be ‘stamped’ as a repeated image on the screen

SUM

Part of a formula to calculate the total for a set of data

Talking book

A book displayed on the computer screen, accompanied by a speech facility to read out the text. Usually contains animation.

Text box

A frame containing text that allows the text to be manipulated

Toolbar

A bar that runs horizontally or vertically across the screen containing icons that represent commands that can be used in the open program

Thesaurus

A book containing systemised lists of synonyms and related words

URL

The unique address of a web site

Vector image

A way of producing pictures whereby the image is saved as a file containing the instructions for how to draw it from a set of coordinates. Unlike bitmap images they can easily be resized without loss of quality.

Web site

A set of World Wide Web pages belonging to one organisation

Word bank

A bank of words alphabetically grouped according to particular themes

Word processor

1. a program used to create and print (chiefly textual) documents that might otherwise be prepared on a typewriter

2. a computer which is designed specifically for word processing

Window

A division of the computer screen that has boundaries and is usually rectangular in shape

World Wide Web

Collection of Internet sites called a Web as the individual sites are linked and users can travel from one to another by clicking on links
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