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Many activities in technology lead to children making and testing artefacts and to using a wide range of tools and materials.  It is therefore vitally important that teachers should train pupils in the correct and safe use of these tools and materials.  They should also help children recognise safe working practices wherever and whenever appropriate.  Whether a whole class or group activity, technology will require the teacher to ensure basic safety standards which include effective and considerate working practices:

· The working area should be managed directly by the teacher, ie tools and equipment set out prior to the activity.

· Make certain that the children know how to use the tools and materials being made available to them.

· All children should know where the tools and materials are stored so that they help tidy up at the end of the session

· Ensure that there is adequate working space for the number of children involved

· Cutting tools are safer if kept sharp but pupils must be reminded about safe use and when carrying such tools around

· Technology will require supervision at all times and direct one-to-one when more ‘dangerous tasks’ are being undertaken, such as the use of craft knives, etc

· Ensure tools being used are designed for younger children (junior hacksaws) and that the children are instructed in the use of vices, clamps or ‘bench hooks’.

· Craft knives should only be used along with a cutting mat and steel ruler.

· The following tools should not be used in the primary classroom:

· Chisels

· Powered hand tools

· Hot glue guns (use low temperature glue guns with goggles and cotton gloves)

· Care should be taken when using wire in the classroom – using goggles or bending over the end of the wire

· It is likely that hammers will be needed for technology work but any used in the classroom should be good quality and regularly checked for safety.
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