Level    A                                               Class:                                                Term/Start Date:                                 Completion Date:                                                                    A 3b

Strands:  Knowledge and Understanding: Needs and How They Are Met; Resources and How They Are Managed; Processes and How They Are Applied

               Designing and Making: Preparing for Tasks; Carrying out Tasks; Reviewing and Reporting on Tasks

Theme: Environment               Topic Title: - The Park

Assessment Criteria:

The pupils will be able to
Teachers will
Assessment Evidence 
Evaluation/

Next Steps for Learning and Teaching
Suggested

Resources

Give 1 reason why park/play areas are needed

Name a material equipment is made from and why it might be used

Identify 1 improvement or safety feature 

Be aware of the processes involved in making an item

Use skills safely

Draw a simple plan

and identify suitable materials for construction 

Make a simple evaluation of model
This topic  could be introduced within the context of a project on ‘The Park/School/Local Environment etc.

Discuss the need for recreation and why park areas with play equipment are designed and made.

Ask pupils to ‘brainstorm’ the range of play equipment to be found either locally or elsewhere: 

· Type of equipment

· What can it do?

· What is it made from and why?

(Pictures from catalogues/photos, a video and/or a visit to a park would be helpful).

Discuss the merits of local play areas i.e. the school grounds/local park. Ask pupils if they can think of any improvements/safety issues.

Discuss the processes involved in making a piece of play equipment e.g. designing-getting materials- making- trying out-selling.

Highlight the necessity for play areas to be safe and ask pupils if they can identify safety features in known parks.

Introduce the problem to the pupils: “Can they design and make a model of an ideal park area?” 

(This could be related to how they could use an identified  area in  their playground or how they would like their local park to look like).

Discuss possible features e.g. park layout – paths, fences, ponds, equipment, trees etc.

Provide the pupils with a variety of suitable materials.

Outline possible use of given materials e.g. 

· Roundabout – wooden wheel-upright dowel rod-cotton reel

· Swings – dowel rod glued into holes of wooden wheels gives a strong support

· Slides – correx sheets for slides

· Fences - matchsticks

Make pupils aware of re-using materials when possible.

Demonstrate the skills of: cutting, measuring and joining and emphasise safety aspects of using tools and materials.

Provide the pupils with a strong base -board for their model park.

Get pupils to brainstorm ideas and then draw a sketch of their ideal park on record sheet A. (Pairs/small groups could work together.) Possibly discuss a simple criteria: e.g.has 4 pieces of play equipment, is attractive, has a safety feature.

Encourage pupils to discuss ideas with the class before starting task and try out their ideas.

Ask pupils to complete task and encourage them to articulate problems they are experiencing as they make their model .

Ask pupils to evaluate other  model parks on agreed criteria and self evaluate on record sheet A. 
Question and answer

Question and answer

Observation

Question and answer

Question and answer

Observation

Question and answer

Observation

Record sheet A

Question and answer

Self/peer evaluation 

Record sheet A

Equipment catalogues/

photos/video

TTS Technology Topic Book: Houses and Homes

TTS Technology Topic Book: 

Playground and Toys

See support CD Rom- A 3B

Wooden wheels

Dowel rods

Correx

Matchsticks

Cotton reels

Lolly sticks

Strong bases

String

Small branches (for trees etc.)

Junior hackshaw

Bench hook/vice

Drill safety scissors

Safety goggles

Glue/tape

Paint etc.

Record sheet A

Cross curricular:     Listening and Talking     Art & Design     People in Place     Health     Maths


