                                  PAPER MAKING                                       B 2

You will need

Three sheets of ‘waste’ paper (old worksheets, office waste) per pupil, plus newspapers to cover work surfaces.

Rectangular washing-up bowl and potato masher.*

Fine wire mesh about 21cm x 30cm (as used in car body repairs) stapled to a frame of square section (approx 3cm x 3cm) softwood.*

One ‘J-cloth’ or similar for each pupil.

A wooden board, 21cm x 30cm or larger.*

A tray.*

*providing two of these items will speed up the process and keep pupils better involved. Wire mesh can be bought at a hardware store. Alternatively paper-making kits are available from art shops or educational suppliers.

1. Ask each pupil to tear two of their sheets of paper into pieces the size of a postage stamp. These should be left to soak overnight (or longer) in a bowl of water.

Next day, get the children to take turns with the potato masher to pound the mixture to pulp, draining off excess water. This can take around half an hour. If you wish to make coloured paper, a small amount of liquid dye can be added at this stage and worked into the pulp.

Mix the pulp with an equal amount of water and distribute between the number of bowls you plan to use.

2. Get a pupil to slide the mesh frame into the bowl of pulp, then lift it level above the surface, covered in a layer of pulp, and let it drain.

Place the pupil’s third sheet of waste paper, marked with their name, on a board. The mesh needs to be placed onto this, pulp side down, with a quick but accurate flick.

Press the mesh frame down, then ease it carefully off the layer of pulp. Cover the pulp with a J-cloth.

Repeat the process, building up a sandwich of scrap paper, recycled paper, J-cloth.

When all the pupils have made a sheet of paper, place a newspaper on top of the layers and a tray on top of that. Load the tray on top of that. Load the tray with books and other items to act as weights.

3. Next day dismantle the layers and spread the sheets out to dry off. The names on the scrap paper will allow pupils to identify the sheet they made.

