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You will need:

~Some of the following

· Plant flowers, tips or leaves

· Bark or wood chips

· Lichen (crotal)

· Skins or peel from vegetables (onions are good!)

· Berries

· Tea or coffee

Note:  BE CAREFUL TO FOLLOW THE COUNTRY CODE AND ASK A GROWN UP FOR HELP WHEN GATHERING YOUR DYE STUFF!!

~Stainless steel, large pan (to be used for dyeing only)

~Old spoon, stick or tongs for lifting out hot wool

~ Cream of tartar

Note:  BE CAREFUL TO FOLLOW THE COUNTRY CODE AND ASK A GROWN UP FOR HELP WHEN GATHERING YOUR DYE STUFF!!

~Mordant:- this fixes the colour especially when the dyed article is exposed to sunlight.

Alum (Potassium Aluminium Sulphate) is the commonest.  Others are tin, chrome and iron.  Common salt                                is added to some berries to give a bluish tint (eg Blaeberries)

~ Rubber Gloves – these should be worn at all times.

TO MORDANT THE WOOL

Wool should be in a clean condition before being brought to school.  Bought wool may be used eg Aran knitting wool.

1. Put clean, we wool in a large pan of water heated to blood temperature ( label your wool first, with  name on a long piece of wool to dangle over pan)

2. Dissolve Alum and cream of tartar in boiling water and add to saucepan 

3. Simmer for 45 minutes

Leave overnight in mordant or as long as possible.

4. Remove wool, squeeze out excess moisture

NOW YOU ARE READY TO DYE THE WOOL!


You will need:

· 60 gms of dyestuff for 6 gms wool

· soapflakes

· old muslin, net curtain or tights for holding dyestuff

· large stainless steel pan

· old wooden spoon, stick or tongs

· rubber gloves

Method

1. Heat water to blood heat.

2. Add the wool with labels carefully draped over the pan edge.

3. Add the dye bag

4. Simmer for about 1 hour or until you get the colour you want.

5. Remember to top up the water level and stir occasionally, taking care not to mix up labels.

6. When you have the colour you want -

· Switch off cooker

· Remove pot from heat

· Allow to cool

· Lift out wool carefully and rinse until all the loose dye is removed

· Hang it up to dry.
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