Nursery Emotional, Personal and Social Policy

Aims:

To promote a consistent, structured routine in which the Nursery child can, as an individual, feel safe and secure.

To promote a caring ethos, which nurtures mutual trust, builds self-esteem and requires respect for others.

To provide resources for development in this area.

To provide a clean, bright, accessible environment where children can learn and grow as part of an extended ‘Nursery family’.

Use play to develop positive attitudes, emotional, personal and social skills.

To provide opportunities for the children to experience a variety of social settings both in and outside the Nursery environment.

Curriculum Areas and Links to 5-14

In emotional, personal and social development, children should learn to:

· Develop confidence, self-esteem and a sense of security.

· Care for themselves and their personal safety.

· Develop independence, for example in dressing and personal hygiene.

· Perservere in tasks that at first present some difficulties.

· Express appropriate feelings, needs and preferences.

· Form positive relationships with other children and adults and begin to develop particular friendships with other children.

· Become aware of and respect the needs and feelings of others in their behaviour, and learn to follow rules.

· Make and express choices, plans and decisions.

· Play co-operatively, take turns and share resources.

· Become aware that the celebration of cultural and religious festivals is important in people’s lives.

· Develop positive attitudes towards others whose gender, language, religion or culture, for example, is different from their own.

· Care for the environment and for other people in the community.

Promotion of Learning

The daily routine incorporates opportunities to form positive relationships with other children and adults and develop particular friendships with other children.

A caring ethos enfolds the children and they become aware of and respect the needs and feelings of others in their behaviour and learn to follow rules.  They learn to care for themselves and their personal safety.  Rules are explained as the means to keep everybody ‘happy and safe’.  Rules are fairly and consistently applied to all.  This in turn encourages the children to take turns and share resources, play co-operatively and respect the feelings of others.

Curriculum planning gives ample opportunities for the children to develop their social skills and their independence in a wide variety of situations both in the Nursery environment and outside.

Personal play plans are drawn up for children who may require more opportunities for social skills development.

Planning also introduces the children to the diversity to be found in the world and helps develop an awareness of cultural resources.  This helps to form positive attitudes towards others whose gender, language, religion or culture is different from their own, and the importance of cultural and religious festivals in people’s lives.

The Learning Environment

The Nursery provides a clean, modern, stimulating environment and is very well resourced and staffed by qualified personnel.

The cloakroom and toilets are easily accessible.  The daily routine encourages the children to develop independence in dressing and in personal hygiene.

A nursery garden and play area  planted with trees and plants, and securely enclosed, provides for energetic play, quiet contemplation and environmental discovery.

The Learning Structure

The Nursery routine is based on the ‘High Scope’ principles of Plan-do-review.  This requires the children to make and express choices, plans and decisions.  It encourages independence, establishes a sense of purpose, helps children persevere in tasks that at first present some difficulties, and then when they have achieved their goal it gives opportunities for praise and appreciation, boosting their self-esteem.

The High Scope principle provides for a change in pace during the Nursery day from the hectic energetic play time to a quieter, more structured ‘small-group’ time.  This ‘quiet time’ is equally valuable in the learning structure as it provides opportunities for small groups of children to engage in activities which encourage co-operation, taking turns, dialogue and discussion and following instructions from an adult.

The Learning Structure is flexible and easily adapted to meet the needs and preferences of the children.  It gives them ample opportunity and encouragement to express their feelings and opinions, in an appropriate way.

Assessment

Assessment procedures are built in to the planning procedures in the Nursery and formative assessment forms the basis for next steps in individualised learning.

Monitoring and Review

This is carried out according to whole school Quality Assurance, Monitoring and Review policy.

Books suitable for Emotional, Personal and Social Development located in the Nursery

Remembering Grandad

The Big Bag of Worries

Bad Mood Bear

Bad Tempered Hannah

I Don’t Want to Go to Sleep

Living with Disability

Elmer

When the Teddy Bears Came

Something Else

Mine!
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