Nursery Maths and Number Policy
Aims:

To foster a positive, lasting appreciation of mathematics.

To provide a stimulating and accessible environment to help children develop their skills and knowledge of the World around them.

To provide opportunities for the use and understanding of mathematical language.

To introduce the concept of number, measurement and shape through the context of play.

To work in partnership with parents to stimulate their child’s learning in the wider world.

Context of Learning

PLAY makes a major contribution to all aspects of children’s development and learning.  It is the principal means of bringing together the whole range of children’s experiences.

The Learning Environment

The Nursery is arranged to provide an orderly and stimulating environment in which children can independently find, use and return the materials they require.

The Learning Structure

A consistent but flexible daily routine provides a secure structure for both children and adults in the Nursery.

The Plan/Do/Review process which is the essential element in the High Scope Approach to Nursery Education has proved ideal.  It empowers the children to take responsibility for their own learning.   It enables them to become more independent and builds confidence and self esteem.

Promotion of Learning

Staff energise and encourage the learning processes by planning regular, short time slots in which to stimulate interest, extend previous learning, develop skills and teach.  Small groups of children and individuals, identified by the Observation records, benefit from these differentiated activities.  These activities are tailored to suit every child in the class individually – thus providing Individual Learning.

Lifelong Learning

Nursery Education is a preparation for life.

In Nursery education learning is reached through PLAY.

PLAY is FUN

The children will approach future learning with a positive outlook, as fun, enjoyable and fulfilling.

Main areas to be covered are stated in the document Curriculum Framework for Nursery Education and reference should be made to this for planning and content.  The following features however are highlighted as the main areas to be considered.

· Numbers, Patterns, Shapes and Colours in the Environment

· Sorting and Categorising

· Time sequences and Time Concepts

· Maths Processes – Matching, Sorting, Grouping, Counting and Measuring

· Application of Processes in Play Situations 

· Problem Solving (promoting logial thought)

· Identify and Use of Numbers up to 10 (and beyond if appropriate) during play

· Recognise familiar shapes (2D and 3D)

· Use mathematical language appropriate to play situations.

Pathways for Learning
An example of how mathematical knowledge/skills can be linked together is included in Appendix 1 – The Magic Garden for Mathematics.  This also indicates the pathways for extending into the Primary Curriculum.

Planning

Teachers plans are completed on a termly, weekly and daily basis.  The first terms plans are initially used to find starting points for individual children, leading into differentiated planning/activities.

In subsequent terms the plans are based on these needs within the structure of the Nursery Curriculum.  A theme, eg ‘The Circus’ ties the features of curriculum together in a stimulating but flexible context.  The theme provides continuity for learning in a meaningful and interesting context, while the High Scope method provides structure and routine.

Weekly plans are drawn up from termly plans plus input from observation sheets to incorporate the needs of the individual children.  Parents are informed of the main areas for weekly focus, by way of a newsletter.  This is to promote home involvement.  Parents are also given suggestions on activities for developing child’s awareness of number/maths.  

Recording/Assessment:

Recording and assessment is done through observation sheets which are filled in on a daily basis in consultation with the Staff Team.  Future planning is based on these.  The observations also provide evaluation of learning and teaching effectiveness and information for the children’s profiles and reporting to parents.

Add Appendix one – copied from 5-14 Strands Level A “The Magic Garden of Mathematics”
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