
NURSERY WRITING TREE

Aims

· To plan and resource imaginative and exciting play situations that will motivate children to try writing

· To demonstrate the communication function of writing and the many ways in which we use it

· To establish the connection between the written and spoken word

· To work in partnership with parents to promote interest in drawing and writing

· To deliver the Nursery Curriculum

· To promote a feeling of satisfaction and achievement

Context for Learning

PLAY is the vehicle used to deliver the writing curriculum

The Learning Environment

The Nursery provides easily accessible, varied writing materials that children know 

are available if they wish to use them, and which are actively promoted within the planning structure.

The Learning Structure

The High Scope method of Plan/Do/Review used in the Nursery is ideal for the promotion of writing skills.  The children draw their ‘plans’ of what they intend to do and the adult scribes their words.  This enhances their self – esteem and makes them more independent.  It also encourages them to verbalise their thoughts – which they can then see written down and read back to them. This demonstrates the link between written and spoken word.

Promotion of Learning

· The Nursery planning incorporates many exciting writing opportunities to entice even the most reluctant ‘emergent writers’ to try their hand.  Refer to the attached TREE for a comprehensive list, which is continually being added to.

· A wide variety of writing implements are provided and are always accessible, for example crayons, chalk, felt pens, biros and pencils

· The medium used for drawing their ‘daily plans’ also varies, to stimulate interest and widen their experience, for example paper, card, colours, shapes, cards, notebooks, lists, jotters, rough/smooth, thick/thin etc.

· Within the learning environment the teacher and other adults are constantly ‘modelling’ writing.  The children therefore interpret writing as a desirable thing to do.  They also see the way words are constructed, the formation of sentence and use of punctuation. (Knowledge about Language 5 – 14)
· Individual learning is promoted by providing laminated name cards showing a photo of the child and their name written in correct letter formation.  When the children express a wish to write their own names they can take a card, which is easily removed (velcro) and either copy or write over it.  Eventually the children become independent in writing their own name and do not need access to their cards.

· Personal mailboxes encourage children to exchange messages (and gifts) between each other and teachers.

· Examples of children’s ‘Emergent Writing’ skills are kept as records of the children’s development and as an indication of effectiveness of learning environment.

Curriculum Areas and Links to 5 – 14

Features specifically concerned with writing stated in the Nursery Curriculum are:

In communication and Language children should learn to –

· Recognise links between written and spoken word

· Use their own drawings and written marks to express thoughts and feelings

· Experience with symbols, letters and, in some cases, words in writing

The links between the Nursery Curriculum and the Primary 5 – 14 ‘Level A’ curriculum are detailed on the attached ‘Writing Tree’.

Planning / Assessment

· Children’s drawings and examples of their emergent writing are sampled at regular intervals and collected in their individual folders.

     These provide a tangible record of their progress and contain examples of   

 functional, personal and imaginative work.

· Observations of children’s writing during play activities are taken daily, and these are recorded in their individual profiles

· Observations are also used as a means of assessing each child’s needs – these individual needs are then built in to the short term planning procedure, so that they can be addressed in a meaningful and manageable way.

· Teachers plans are compiled on a yearly, termly, weekly and daily basis –

· The High Scope method provides a thread of continuity throughout the planning structure.  The children’s daily routine of making plans develops an ethos which promotes drawing and emergent writing.

· The planning process has individual learning and differentiation built in.

· Planning provides varied, interesting and stimulating opportunities for drawing and ‘writing’ activities within the context of a theme. For example the theme for Far Away Lands’ can be used to incorporate a ‘Travel Agents’ where children can fill in forms, compile lists, write down particulars, take telephone messages, make tickets etc.

Physical Development 

In the Early Years Physical Development is an important area in writing development.

· The strength and dexterity needed in fingers, hands and arms is developed by using action songs and rhymes. (finger stretching, fist clenching, arm waving etc).

· Clay and playdough modelling are excellent for strengthening the muscles necessary for good hand control.

· Scissors skills are also fun ways of building up the fine motor control needed to start writing.

· Pencil grip needs to be established early to avoid awkward, tiring and inefficient writing practices.

· Handedness may not be established by this early stage.
Monitoring and review

This is carried out according the whole school Quality Assurance, Monitoring and Review policy. 

