
Social Subjects Policy

Rationale

Social Subjects are a component of Environmental Studies 5-14. The study of social subjects is central to the development of pupils’ understanding of their place in the world. In Social Subjects pupils learn about the diversity of human experience, both today and in the past, in their local area and further afield. They learn how to research, sift through and evaluate information and evidence and then present their point of view- skills that are important for adult life. 

Social Subjects covers 3 areas:

· Understanding People in the Past

· Understanding People and Place

· Understanding People in Society

The following apply to all three outcomes of Social Subjects:

Learning and Teaching

Teachers will support learning by 

· Revisiting prior learning

· Ensuring learning tasks and purposes are clear

· Using a variety of approaches to match different purposes and outcomes

· Using flexible groupings to allow for different classes, abilities, learning styles and interests

· Giving and receiving clear and regular feedback

· Interacting regularly with pupils 

· Involving pupils in monitoring their own progress

· Developing understanding and use of language, terminology an symbols appropriate to the area of study and stage of development

· Devising learning activities that provide appropriate challenge and are suited to each pupil’s needs

(See whole school Learning and Teaching Policy).

The following skills will be taught:

· planning,

· collecting and evaluating evidence, 

· recording and interpreting

· developing informed attitudes. 

We have an Environmental Studies topic grid that indicates major and minor focuses for study (see appendix 1). We are also developing programmes of study for each topic. (see appendix 2)

 Through our topics pupils will develop skills of investigation, research and co-operation.  Some of these skills are recorded and assessed in our pupil E.S. skills sheet.  Many skills are integrated into other curricular areas, e.g. in English Language, Personal and Social Development and Science.

Cross-Curricular Aspects:

There are many opportunities for cross-curricular work in the three areas and integration within other areas of the curriculum.  These are noted in our forward planning sheets.

Personal projects

Pupils from primary 4-7 carry out pieces of research and presentation on aspects of their topic work. Teachers provide guidelines on how these should be carried out and give written assessment on the projects strengths and areas for development. Some teachers also encourage the younger pupils to give short presentations on aspects of the Social Subject programmes.

Record Keeping and Assessment:

Assessing is integral to the teaching and learning process, which is shared between pupil and teacher. It should not dominate teaching and learning.

Assessment in social subjects can present particular challenges for us as teachers. The 5-14 guidelines describe attainment targets and progression largely in terms of conceptual development. This means that different contexts can be used to develop the skills and understanding outlined in the guidelines. Therefore establishing a clear focus for assessment is essential. 

Examples of assessment activities that can provide evidence of pupil attainment in social subjects include:

· teachers’ notes about a group discussion

· a completed map, diagram or sketch

· listening to a pupil’s report or presentation

· observation of pupils’ skills in an enquiry task

· a completed topic folder 

· pre/post topic tests

· a piece of extended writing

· pupils’answers to questions (written or oral)

· self/peer assessment

A record/assessment of E.S. skills from Level A to Level E is kept for individual pupils and this can be referred to when planning to allow for differentiation of outcomes. Aspects to be assessed are evident in our topic planning sheets. Our yearly overview sheet will be used to indicate which features have been covered during each year. (See whole school Assessment, Record Keeping and Reporting Policy for further advice on assessment).

Forward Planning:

We are presently devising learning and teaching programmes for each main topic. These include major and minor focuses, pupil activities, teacher input, assessment of knowledge/  understanding and skills, and main resources to be used. (See attached exemplar)

Planning for Social Subjects is done on a termly basis where we highlight outcomes/features we plan to cover. Specific identified targets for E.S. are drawn up in consultation with the Head Teacher and are evaluated at the end of each term.  Weekly/daily plans are extracted from our termly plans. To ensure we cover all outcomes/key features from Primary 1 to 7 we have a yearly overview  planning sheet.

(See whole school Forward Planning Policy)

Time allocation

Social Subjects in incorporated into the recommended minimum time for Environmental Studies, which is 15%. This is reviewed annually.

 Resources

We have well-stocked topic boxes which are continually being added to, as well as a reference library the staff and pupils can access. The boxes contain a variety of resources including forward plans, reference material, videos, teachers’ packs, visual aids, artefacts and photocopying materials.  We also loan resources from the Resource, Wham and Highland One World Centres in the Education Office in Dingwall. We regularly take the classes on field trips and make use of the local environment. We have a box in the staffroom that holds information on centres of interests, places to visit and contact people. We utilise the wealth of human resources that are out in the community to enhance our Social Subject topics.

ICT

 The Internet and computer software is also a very valuable and up-to-date source of information for both teachers and pupils in all areas of Social Subjects particularly in researching, collecting and evaluating information and recording information. Teachers should highlight the use of ICT for Social Subjects at the planning stages.

Monitoring and review

The policy will be reviewed in 2003-2004 as part of the cycle of School Development Planning to take further account of the new 5-14 Social Subjects guidelines and advice from the authority on programmes of study. Monitoring of learning and teaching will be according to whole school ‘Quality Assurance, Monitoring and Review’. 

SOCIAL SUBJECTS: UNDERSTANDING PEOPLE IN THE PAST

Rationale

People in the Past describes the historical aspects of Environmental Studies from 5-14. This study will help pupils to develop an understanding of how people lived in the past and how and why societies have changed and developed. 

Aims for understanding People in the Past:
· To study people, events and societies in the past

· To develop an understanding of change and continuity over time

· To develop an understanding of time/historical sequence

· To investigate sources of historical evidence

· To investigate our heritage

Context of Learning

We endorse the guidelines in the 5-14 Environmental Studies- Social Subjects documents to which teachers should refer for detailed guidance. 

Most of the knowledge and understanding for understanding People in the Past will be taught through our E.S. topics. In our programme for People in the Past we have identified historical elements to be taught in each year that cross the 5 historical eras as defined in the 5-14 guidelines. Many of the identified elements will be taught as a focus within our E.S. topics. (See appendix 3)  Some elements will be taught discretely to ensure there is progression and cohesion in knowledge, understanding and skills. 

From Primary 1-7 we will ensure the pupils will study/have access to various historical timelines to get an understanding of historical sequence.  This can be done, for example, through pictures of Toys at Infant stage, through events in Queen Victoria’s life or a placement of notable People/Societies/Events in a general timeline through the centuries.

We will also study the lives of some famous people as part of our History programme.  This can be done through a topic if these people feature in this, or can form a discrete element of Understanding People in the Past. (See appendix on Famous People) 

SOCIAL SUBJECTS: PEOPLE AND PLACE POLICY

Rationale

People and places describes the study of Geography from 5-14. This study will help pupils to understand the human and physical factors which shape their environment and begin to satisfy their curiosity about places beyond their direct experience.

Aims of Understanding People and Place:
· To investigate the physical and built environment

· To look at the interaction of people and places

· To look at transport and communication networks

· To look at natural and political boundaries

· To investigate maps and mapping

· To develop an increased sense of concern for and responsibility towards the quality of their environment, the Earth and its diversity

Context of Learning

As in People in the Past we endorse the guidelines in the 5-14 Social Subject documents.

Much of the knowledge and understanding of Understanding People and Place will be taught through a focus of our E.S. topics or through the topics themselves, e.g. when studying Around our School, Britain, Japan. We build progression from aspects of the local areas in the lower school to aspects of the wider world in the middle to upper school.   Many aspects of Understanding People and Place can be taught through a variety of topics and there are opportunities for much cross-curricular work. 

The main schemes used in the school will be World Watch, and by following this, our Atlas and Mapping Guidelines and our developing topic programmes we will cover the outcomes outlined in the E.S. 5-14 document.

Regular reference will be made to the 5-14 document to ensure all outcomes have been met from Primary 1 to Primary 7, and to ensure progression of knowledge and understanding.

Aspects of local studies will continue from Primary 1 to Primary 7.  From Primary 4 to Primary 7 there will be at least two comparative studies within Britain, of which one will be in Scotland, and at least one comparative study in Europe.

In Primary 4-7 there will be at least one study outside Europe. 

SOCIAL SUBJECTS: PEOPLE IN SOCIETY

Rationale

People in Society describes the aspects of the 5-14 curriculum that deals with society. This study will help pupils develop an understanding of how society is made up- its social, political and economic groupings and the rules, rights and responsibilities that are contained within them.

Aims for Understanding People in Society:

· To look at social groupings, social needs and how they are met

· To look at social rules, rights and responsibilities

· To investigate conflict and decision making in society

· To investigate economic organisation and structures

Context of Learning

Like the other two elements of Social Subjects much of the knowledge and understanding for Understanding People in Society will be taught through our E.S. topics.  However this outcome particularly covers areas that can relate more to cross-curricular areas, e.g. Personal and Social Development (including Citizenship), Religious and Moral Education and of course through the other two elements of Social Subjects themselves.  Some elements also have to form discrete study, or be related to current affairs. Our E.S. topic grid indicates when People in Society is the main/minor focus.

Some examples for involving pupils in decision making and social responsibilities can be through holding elections in school for House Captains and Pupil Council members, making up class/school rules, through holding ‘mock’ local/national elections, or discussing news items and current conflicts around the World.  

We have ‘buddy’ systems in school and the primary 7 pupils are given responsibility through monitor duties.  

We can also involve the children in planning amenities for our local area and caring for our environment both local and national.  We invite guest speakers in to discuss aspects of the above, for example the Moray Firth Ranger, and members of various charities/organisations.

As in the other two elements of Social Subjects regular reference will be made to the 5-14 E.S. document to ensure progression, coherence and continuity.

We have a Pupil Council and a variety of curricular/non-curricular issues are discussed and acted on.
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