
Listening and Talking Policy

Rationale:

Talking helps us to sort out what we think and is the main means of social communication and interaction.  Listening has implications for speech development, thinking and learning generally.  It is through talking with/listening to peers, teachers and other adults that much of pupils’ learning will occur.

We use the Highland Council Listening and Talking programme of work for Levels A-F which is based on the English Language 5-14 Guidelines to ensure consistency and progression of skills. This is also used as our medium-term planning format for Listening and Talking. 
Talking

Our aims in talking are as follows:

1) To convey information/perform to a specific audience.

2) To establish relationships and interact with others positively.

3) To express feelings and opinions with clarity.

4) To present, share, clarify and reflect on ideas, experiences and opinions.

5) To give imaginative and aesthetic pleasure.

6) To speak audibly and confidently.

7) To give pupils an awareness of genre and knowledge about language.

8) To provide alternative modes of communication for pupils with special needs

Most pupils on entry to the pre-pre-school Nursery class will have acquired skills in talking but staff in Nursery and in Infant Classes will ensure that pupils are given opportunities to:

· Use talk in play to enable pupils to express their experiences and thought processes.

· Talk/during/after activities across the curriculum, particularly in reading and writing tasks.

· Learn the disciplines of effective talking, eg taking turns, facing the audience, listening to other speakers.

The following will be considered at all stages:

a) We will teach the pupils the disciplines of effective talking – taking turns, making eye contact etc.

b) Talking will be incorporated into reading and writing programme, and pupils given opportunities to discuss, question and respond to books/texts and pupils own writing.

c) Talking will be used in play activities to arrive at outcomes.

d) Practical activities will provide a context which will require the pupils to talk together.

e) Playing games and engaging in simulations and role-play will be used to develop confidence and competence, to facilitate talking and develop skills in attention and recall.

f) Pupils will be given opportunities for talking in drama and performance.

g) Pupils will be given opportunities to acquire knowledge of language which will help them in their talking activities.

h) The pupils will make use of tape/video recorder to hear/discuss their own and classmates’ performance.

i) Older pupils will be given opportunities to talk individually/or in pairs on an interest, item of news, a specific topic, reference work undertaken, environmental issues, opinions, etc.

Listening

Our aims in Listening/Watching are as follows:

1) To obtain information and respond appropriately.

2) To establish relationships and interact with others.

3) To appreciate the feelings, beliefs, cultures and opinions of others.

4) To reflect upon ideas, experiences and opinions of self and others.

5) To gain imaginative and aesthetic pleasure.

In the early stages and the Nursery, listening is one of the most important means by which knowledge is acquired and teachers at all stages will be attentive to pupils’ abilities and capacities.  They will nurture them in constructive, interesting ways and make particular note of specific problems which may impede learning process. They will ensure that listening is an active process and relevant to the listeners so listeners have to take some action on it or have the opportunity to reply or participate.  They will not just be passive listeners.

Good listening practices will be encouraged from Nursery upwards and there will be a particular emphasis on listening in early years.

In early stages the pupil will:

· Be encouraged to sit comfortably and attentively so they can pick up the message.

· Engage in a variety of listening activities eg stories, poems, rhymes, rhythms, audio/video recordings regularly.

· Engage in a programme linked to early teaching of reading and writing (see auditory discrimination activities in Reading Policy).

The following will be considered at all stages:

a) We will undertake practical activities which give the pupils an interesting purpose for listening.

b) Tape recorders and videos will be used to allow the pupils to hear, watch and reflect upon what they themselves and their classmates have said.

c) Opportunities will be provided where areas of listening can be assessed, eg through Oracy Units, questioning on a text read, sequencing of information heard etc.

d) Television, radio, tapes and music will provide contexts for listening and will provide opportunities for aesthetic and imaginative pleasure.

e) Listening games and group discussions will give opportunities for appreciating others feelings and giving opinions.

f) As pupils move from level to level in 5-14 terms, the listening activities/contexts will get progressively more complex and responses more demanding.

g) Pupils will have opportunities to hear and use different Scottish dialects/accents and will be given some awareness of the Gaelic language and its contribution to language and culture in the Highlands.

Resources

We have a variety of resources to support listening/talking within the school. Each classroom has a list of resources and the schools resources are matched to teaching activities in the programmes of study.

Identified Areas for Progression of Skills

We have highlighted the following areas we feel are important to ensure continuity and progression of skills and knowledge in listening and talking.

· In P.1-P.3 (Level A) for the majority, we feel that much of the everyday learning takes place by talking and listening.  There are many opportunities for talking and listening in individual, group, class situations, eg in a practical maths activity, in a North Lanark Writing lesson, while using the reading scheme, bringing in something from home.  At this stage the importance of talking and listening as an important prerequisite of reading and writing is fundamental to all learning.  Pupils in Infant classes will be given an opportunity to give a short illustrated talk on an interest.  Support from parents at this stage is important – it could be given as a homework task.

· In P4 (Level B) for the majority, the activities in P.1-P.3 are continued, but specific talking tasks will be introduced.  This, it is recommended, should take place in small groups, where individuals in groups report back their own opinions within the group.  Areas to be assessed will be appreciating others points of view as well as all the other targets/outcomes considered important as laid down in the 5-14 document.  At this stage there will be teacher intervention to make sure children stick to task and are explicit in what they are trying to say/explain as well as putting across views on a topic.  Listening in a group situation will also be assessed.  A group may report to the class on e.g. a model they have made, an activity they have completed, a summary of book read.

· By P5 (Level C) for the majority, the pupils will be in a group/class situation and will be able to give a simple justification of why they have said something and may in a group report back perhaps to another group.  There will be some teacher intervention but the pupils should start to co-operate together as a group.  The pupils will be given opportunities to talk about an aspect of texts, eg describe the setting, the main character, the main idea.

· In P6/7 (Level D/E) for the majority, the pupils will have some considerable experience in talking and listening in a variety of situations and on a variety of topics.  In a group discussion, groups will work independently from the teacher for the most part, on a variety of issues.  The teacher may appoint a chairperson, secretary and reporter for a group but the more able pupils should be striving to appoint their own positions within the group.  It is important however that the teacher makes sure all pupils get the experience of roles so as not to let dominant/confident pupils always take over.  All pupils will have the opportunity to give an individual talk (planned) on a topic of interest/research work, etc.  By P.6 the pupils will become familiar with the term ‘debate’ and understand what it means.  They will have some simple debates in class with teacher supervision and help.  By Level D/E the pupils will know the rules of a debate and what the ‘motions’ proposed mean. 

In P.6 and P7 the pupils will be given opportunities to discuss texts at greater length                         e.g. give overall review of text read using guidance/criteria provided by teacher.

· By P 7 (Level F) for some, the pupils will have opportunities when listening to texts to identify, collate and compare significant features and use the information to make decisions and choices upon which they act. In  group discussions the pupils will be able to analyse issues raised and summarise what is said for the benefit of the group, relate to the other members of the group and respond to other points of view. The pupils will talk independently about a wide range of texts and apply ideas from discussion in subsequent writing about texts.

· Another area that requires particular attention in the school policy is the area of note taking.  This skill needs to be phased in, starting in the middle part of the school.  The majority of pupils working at Levels B/C will when listening to a talk, radio/TV programme, be encouraged to write down 2 or 3 important aspects, perhaps defined before-hand by the teacher.  By Level D/E the pupils will be able to write more lengthy detailed notes.  Note taking needs to be taught as it is a complex skill.  The pupils need to be taught how to miss out unimportant words but at the same time retain notes that have meaning.

Assessment and Recording
See Guidance under above heading in General English Language Policy. We use the peer/teacher assessment sheets included in the Highland Council programme to support assessment of personal talks, talking about texts, group discussions etc. 

We evaluate pupil progress and identify next steps for learning and teaching in our medium term plans. 

Though talking and listening often occur in proximity to each other, in for example discussion, they are separable for assessment purposes and we will ensure that each is separated in practice. Some pupils will be effective listeners but not necessary good at talking or vice versa. We keep record sheets on individual pupils for listening and talking.

(See whole school Assessment, Recording and Reporting Policy)
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