Reading Policy

Rationale

The ability to read and interpret the written language is a fundamental skill for accessing all other areas of the curriculum and is an essential life-long skill. 

Aims:

1. To encourage children to read independently.

2. To heighten motivation to read by providing an environment conducive to pleasurable reading.

3. To ensure that all pupils have access to the reading programme.

4. To raise pupils’ levels of attainment/achievement in reading throughout the school.

5. To support pupils in interpreting an author’s language, meaning, thoughts and feelings.

6. To enable the pupil to obtain and use relevant information.

7. To appreciate, through reading, the feelings and cultural experiences of others.

8. To enable the pupil to reflect on the content.

9. To develop awareness of different types of texts.

10. To understand the language terms used in the structure of the English Language.

Learning and Teaching

We use the Highland Council Reading programme of study for levels A – F which is based on the English 5-14 guidelines to ensure consistency and progression of skills.

The programme promotes the importance of reading for meaning at all levels, the teaching of skills to support the analysis of a variety of fiction and non-fiction texts and to extend the pupils’ knowledge about language. Reference should be made to the Highland Council’s ‘Programme of study – Early Years’ for reading activities at early stages of primary 1.

In order to take account of these aims the following should be considered:
a) The pupils will be trained in reading for information skills and taking notes on what they have found out.

b) The pupils will have access to a variety of different materials, fiction and non-fiction, poetry, plays and material other than text books, e.g. CD Roms, timetables, databases, maps.

c) The pupils will learn the basic skills through a systematic and progressive reading programme or scheme.

d) Phonic skills/word attach skills and higher order skills such as scanning, skimming will be taught in a progressive way through the school.  (See attached checklist for phonics).

e) Phonic skills will take a multi-sensory approach and not reply on filling up worksheets – rhyme and analogy is used in lower stages. 

f) The pupils will be encouraged to read for enjoyment – it should be seen as a pleasurable activity, not a chore.

g) The pupils will be taught skills to help them analyse an author’s craft.

h) Books will be displayed attractively in comfortable surroundings and should be given a high profile – books should be seen to be valued.

i) Reading will have a purpose that is clear to both the teacher and the pupil.

j) Reading material will match the pupil’s interests, knowledge and level of maturity wherever possible.

k) The pupils will be given regular activities to write about texts they have read.

Highlighted Areas
The following areas are highlighted as they are seen by the staff to be important in implementing reading at Kirkhill:

Pre-reading skills

Many of the necessary pre-reading skills will be introduced in the Nursery but it is very important that a programme of Pre-Reading skills is followed at pre level A, prior to embarking on a formal reading scheme in order to ascertain readiness for reading. This will include the following:

Auditory Skills
Listening to/repeating poems, rhymes and songs

Listening to stories

Listening to and responding to simple instructions

Recalling short events in sequential order, e.g. ordering personal events, putting pictures in order

Playing listening games, e.g. O’Grady Says, picture/sound lotto

Keeping rhythms/beats in music

Listening to high/low/soft/loud sounds

Listening to sounds around us

Visual Skills
Left to right orientation

Top to bottom orientation

Finding shapes the same/odd one out

Copying a pattern/picture sequence

Completing jigsaws

Visual clozure – completing pictures

Identifying words/letters/the same, odd one out

Matching words to pictures/words to words

Using pre-reading computer programmes

Reviewing Texts

We have at Kirkhill a variety of reading review sheets that are graded and get more demanding as the pupils move up through the 5-14 levels. These are for fiction, non-fiction and poetry. These should not be used after reading every book – we do not want to kill the joy of reading- but they can be used to support understanding of aspects of the texts e.g. plot, characters, theme etc.

At the pre-level A/level A stages the responses may just be pictorial. From level B – F pupils will be encouraged to discuss and write at length about the texts they have read in addition to completing review sheets. The reading programme provides pupil planning sheets/guidance for writing about texts from levels B – F. Time will be allocated regularly for personal reading and writing up of book reviews.

Reading schemes
We use the Oxford Reading Tree Reading Programme throughout the school.  This scheme incorporates non-fiction texts, poetry texts and fictional texts in the lower school and non-fiction, poetry, fictional and classic texts, anthologies, plays and real life stories at the middle and upper stages. It also has a range of games, workbooks/sheets, tapes, CD Roms, etc, to support the pupils reading progress.

Colour-coded books supplement our reading scheme books at the same reading stage to allow a breadth of reading within that stage. This includes group novels that have been coded to the appropriate levels.

For pupils experiencing difficulties in reading, consultation with Learning Support Staff is important, and the Fuzzbuzz, Wellington Square, Wolf Hill and Skyways reading/language schemes are available.

Other aspects

The Nursery classes and Infant classes are given home-school packs and ‘story bags’ to take home to enhance the home/school partnership in reading and to instil a pleasure and interest in reading from an early age. 

We have reading ‘buddies’ in primary 7 who are paired with the primary 1 pupils for  reading sessions . We also use parent helpers and upper school pupils for paired reading throughout the school when it is appropriate.

We hold Book Fairs twice a year and all pupils are given opportunities to purchase books from Book Clubs throughout the year.

We use mixed ability ‘trios’ to support reading for information and we teach the pupils to analyse texts by asking them to complete ‘before’, ‘during’ and ‘after’ reading activities.

The pupils are given opportunities to read aloud to an audience, initially perhaps to a group, then class and be given the opportunity to read for performance such as a school assembly or at a concert, etc.

 Reading Resources
Apart from our Reading Schemes we have a broad range of resources to support our Reading Policy. We have a well-stocked school library and the Nursery although having its own library, can access books from the primary library. All classrooms have a copy of the reading resources. We use the services of the ‘library van’ to enhance our personal reading resources. 

The internet and computer software provide a wealth of reading resources that can be accessed by all pupils. We will ensure that our reading material is monitored to ensure that there are no stereotypical images of gender, culture and race and it is representative of today’s multi-ethnic/cultural society.

Specific resources are matched to our pupil targets/activities in our programme of work for reading.

Reading Assessment and Record Keeping
The pupils undertake standardised reading tests in Primary 3, 5 and 7. We use National Assessment materials to confirm teacher judgement when a pupil has attained a 5-14 level.  Reading Scheme follow up activities and teacher devised tasks/tests are also carried out as on-going assessment. The staff also evaluate pupil assessment criteria in their forward planning as part of the on-going formative assessment of learning and teaching in reading. Much of reading assessment is aural/oral through listening and questioning.

Reading aloud onto a tape can be done periodically by pupils for assessment purposes and for a record of progress.

The Support for Learning teacher undergoes more detailed reading tests with pupils who are experiencing difficulties and provides advice for dealing with pupils with specific difficulties like dyslexia. More in-depth assessments can be carried out by the Educational Psychologist if difficulties are significant.

Teachers keep individual records on pupils’ progress in reading and their progress is monitored and tracked by the Head teacher. Individual pupils also keep their own records of the books they have read for enjoyment.

(See whole school ‘Assessment, Record Keeping and Reporting Policy).

Monitoring and Review

See English Language Guidelines and the whole school policy on Quality Assurance, Monitoring and Review.

READING RESOURCES

Highland Council Reading programme of study and support material

North Lanarkshire ‘ Reading for Information’ pack

North Lanarkshire ‘Take another look at reading’ pack

Oxford Reading Tree Scheme and support material

Skyways Scheme (LS)

Fuzzbuzz Reading Scheme (LS)

Wellington Square Scheme (LS)

Wolfhill Scheme (LS)

Colour coded books, coded to appropriate stages of reading scheme

Group Novels  

Rhyme and Analogy material

Letterland 1 and 2

Variety of ‘big’ books (fiction/non-fiction)

Variety of phonic photocopy materials (in staff room)

Phonic Blend tapes/workshops (in LS room)

Auditory Discrimination Teachers Book (in LS room)

Variety phonic games (in LS room)

Variety taped stories and books

Library Books (sorted into genre)

Variety Big Books and demonstration books

Variety Poetry books (in libraries and staff room)

Topic reference books in topic boxes

Variety of CD Roms/computer packages (see ICT resource database)

Internet

Scope for Reading Book – Introductory Book 1

Directions Books – directions starter/starter 2/directions 1/direction pointer/more directions 1 and 2

Reading clues book

Reading for Meaning books 1, 2, 3, 4 (photocopiable)

Focus on Comprehension books 1 - 5

Alphabet friezes

Scope for Reading – Introductory Book, Book 1

Book review sheet folder

Nelson Grammar Scheme

Folens Spelling Books (in staff room)

Thesaurus

Dictionaries

*(LS)  Learning Support Room

1
5

