Policy on Expressive Arts

Rationale

In Anytown School we believe that the expressive arts play an important role in the education of all our pupils.  The expressive arts encompass Art and Design, Drama, Music and Physical Education and have a vital part to play in the development of creativity, imagination and personal response in our children.  

They promote:



· distinctive ways of understanding self, developing individual abilities and finding personal satisfaction and enjoyment

· emphasise particular ways of communicating with others

· develop aesthetic awareness

· make an important social and economical contribution to our society

· develop an awareness of our heritage

Aims of Expressive Arts

· To promote pupils' affective development

· To promote pupils' physical development

· To promote pupils' cognitive development

· To contribute to pupils' personal development

· To contribute to pupils' social development

· To promote an awareness of cultural heritage, values and diversity.

As well as these general aims each of the four components, has a set of subject specific aims which are outlined in Pages 2 & 3 of the Expressive Arts 5-14 guidelines.

In trying to achieve these aims we will take account of the three generic outcomes by encouraging the children to

· use materials, techniques, skills and media

· express feelings, ideas, thoughts and solutions

· evaluate and appreciate.

Learning and Teaching
At all times, Teaching and Learning in Expressive Arts should promote enjoyment and fulfilment through participation, enquiry and experiment.

Through Expressive Arts, children should be encouraged to develop, grow and become confident in expressing personal feelings and ideas.

As in all areas of the curriculum teachers will use a variety of approaches including

· direct teaching using exposition and questioning

· open ended investigation

· planned investigation

· discussion

· modelling.

Group work, individual and whole class teaching will all, at times, be appropriate means to encourage enquiry and experiment.

Outdoor work, visits to galleries, fieldwork, visits to performances and contact with artists and performers will enhance Teaching and Learning in Expressive Arts.

Visiting Specialists

The visiting specialist teachers are an invaluable resource in our school. To make most effective use of our specialists it is important that there is consultation time with the appropriate class teachers at the beginning of each term so that appropriate programmes of work can be planned for the class.

Visiting specialists should

· use their knowledge and expertise with colleagues and pupils to enrich the curriculum;

· work co-operatively with class teachers, exchanging knowledge and promoting confidence;

· advise and liaise with other staff including promoted staff;

· contribute to the planning, delivery and evaluation of the curriculum.

The Learning Environment
For effective learning and teaching in Expressive Arts the learning environment should:

· stimulate and promote discovery, experiment and enquiry;

· promote enjoyment and fulfilment through participation, experimentation, enquiry and reflection;

· encourage practical activities which are stimulating, challenging and safe;

· provide appropriate differentiation giving every child opportunities to succeed;

· provide pupils with appropriate materials and equipment;

· provide a classroom ethos which is supportive of all pupils;

· create opportunities to place the Expressive Arts in the wider context of the community.

Integrating Expressive Arts
We look to build on the natural links which exist within the shared framework of outcomes and strands set out in the National Guidelines.

Topic work is enriched by integrating aspects of Expressive Arts.  Similarly, topic work in Expressive Arts may be extended and enhances by integrating other aspects of the wider curriculum.

Programmes of Work

To ensure breadth, balance and progression we use the Borders' Council programmes for each of the 4 components.  

Forward Planning

Following consultation between the class teacher and the visiting specialist the planning sheet in the Borders' Programmes should be completed for each block of teaching.

Time Allocation for Expressive Arts

In Anytown Primary we will spend 15% of our time on learning in the Expressive Arts as recommended in the Structure and Balance of the Curriculum "5-14 National Guidelines".

This means that we will spend a minimum of 3 hours 45 minutes per week in P4- 7 and 3 hours 10 minutes in P1-3 directed equally among the four components of the expressive arts. This time can of course vary from term to term depending on topic focus.There will be times when we will use the Expressive Arts to develop the children's understanding of other curricular areas - referred to as learning through the Expressive Arts.

Out of School
It should be recognised that the Expressive Arts can provide opportunities for parents or guardians to share in the education of their children.

Children should be encouraged and helped to take advantage of the opportunities for learning which may be available in the wider community.

Continuity and Progression
Teachers should respond to the knowledge that they have of pupils.  In Expressive Arts this knowledge will take different forms including information about attainment, aptitudes, enthusiasms, special abilities and special needs, strengths and weaknesses.

Teachers should use this knowledge to ensure that children are:

· asked to do what is appropriate to their developmental stage

· given tasks and experiences challenging but attainable

· able to develop and reinforce skills in Expressive Arts.

The pupil's experiences in Expressive Arts will benefit from meaningful contexts. The pupil will bring to Expressive Arts personal experiences of:

· sound

· movement

· the visual world

· language.

These should be developed at different rates across and within the Expressive Arts subjects.

Assessment and Recording
Assessment should always aim to provide meaningful information about what has been learned.  Effective assessment will include:

· what pupils say, write and do;

· the five key elements of planning, teaching, recording, reporting and evaluating identified in the National Guidelines for Assessment 5-14.

In the Expressive Arts evidence for assessment will come from:

· investigations

· folios of work

· performances

· individual assignments

· recorded teacher observations

· self and peer assessment

Profiling and recording individual achievement as well as pupil self assessment will help to develop understanding of how a pupil is progressing and what is being learned.

Assessment should be positive, incorporating ways of helping to improve individual performance.

Individual achievement in Expressive Arts should be recorded using the attainment targets as reference points.  However, it is not essential to assess achievement in every strand all of the time. 

In Expressive Arts it may also take the form of evaluation by pupils of their own work and the work of others such as:

· a performance in Music, Drama or Physical Education;

· a practical design solution;

· thinking about possible improvements to a performance, presentation or display;

· asking questions about experiences and processes in Expressive Arts;

· commenting on their own and others' achievements;

· reviewing work done in a topic or project.

Monitoring and reviewing

The monitoring of learning and teaching and effectiveness of a programme of study will be undertaken according to the procedures in the school Quality Assurance, Monitoring and Review policy and through ongoing cycle of School Development Planning.

