FRENCH POLICY

Rationale
Education in a foreign language at school has an essential role to play in preparing all pupils for Citizenship of the wider society. It will help pupils to understand that experience of the world through another language can be just as ‘real’ and  ‘valid’ as experience of the world through English. (Citizens of a Multilingual World – Ministerial Action Group on Languages)

This policy is based on the recommendations of the revised Modern Languages 5-14 National Guidelines and regular reference should be made to this in planning and iimplementing the French programme.

Aims

The study of a modern language will promote:

· The development of communicative competence

· The development of positive dispositions and personal and social skills

· The development of learning and teaching skills

· The development of the ability to contribute more effectively to modern contemporary society 

At our school we aim to do this by:

· Providing the pupils in primary 5 to primary 7 experience of everyday French language

· Providing the pupils with opportunities to practise listening and talking in French

· Teaching the pupils to recognise keywords in written form, and use appropriately with teacher support

· Developing pupil confidence in spoken French by participating in class and group activities

· Ensuring all primary 5-7 pupils have access to the French programme

Learning and teaching

We have a programme of study for the teaching of French in primary 5, 6 and 7. This details topic areas to be covered. The topics include language objectives, pupil activities, teacher activities and resources. This allows for coverage and progression of vocabulary. These topics have been drawn up in consultation with the local Secondary School.

The school promotes activities in French that are enjoyable, and that contribute meaningfully to the learning process. Enjoyment is promoted through the inclusion of activities such as competitions, games, songs, rhymes, poems etc. Activities often involve asking and answering of simple questions in French relating to real-life experiences. Pupils will be encouraged to ‘have a go’ at recalling/answering/asking questions, and the positive ethos of the classroom should provide the climate to do this.

At the early stages much of the teaching and learning in French involves oral work. Pupils will consolidate vocabulary, by regular repetition and participation in a group or individual basis in a variety of activities. Word banks will be displayed in all classrooms and regularly used for interactive learning and teaching at the 3 stages. As the pupils move into primary 6 and 7, the pupils will read simple phrases and be introduced to simple written activities e.g. filling in words or phrases on a worksheet, finishing of the line of a poem with an appropriate French word, writing simple sentences about themselves. These activities will always be supported by a bank of required vocabulary/phrases. 

A topic and/or vocabulary will usually be introduced as a class lesson and the pupils will complete inter-active activities requiring oral responses.  Differentiation is usually by amount of teacher support required in responses. Praise is used whenever merited and all pupils’ responses are valued. 

Follow-up work will consist of a class/group/individual activity, e.g. completion of a worksheet, playing a game, watching a video/ listening to an audio tape, using a computer programme.

The emphasis will always be on inter-active enjoyable activities where opportunity is taken to listen to, speak, read and write in the foreign language. 
Class organisation

We presently have 3 teachers who have been trained in M.L.P.S. Where the trained teacher has a primary 5-7 class, French will be taught within the context of every day classroom teaching. When the trained teacher does not have a primary 5-7 class, French will be timetabled to allow the trained teacher to take another class while that class teacher covers the trained teachers class. 

Planning and Record Keeping

When teachers are forward planning for French, they will highlight the attainment targets for the term and also highlight the topic/s from the topic grid sheet. The language objectives, activities and resources for each topic will be highlighted and ticked when these areas have been taught. This means that activities not completed one term will be carried on to the next. The plans have been drawn up using M.L.P.S. Topic Frameworks adapted to suit our French programme. These plans also form a record of what has been taught.

Assessment and Recording
Most of the assessment in French is carried out through ongoing oral work e.g. through the recall of facts/ vocabulary, use of quizzes etc. The teacher will provide supportive feedback and recognition of pupil progress at all times. In primary 6 and 7 assessment could be carried out by completing a simple worksheet to assess knowledge/understanding of vocabulary or language. The ‘A Vos Marque’ package will provide resources that will check aspects of vocabulary learnt.

At the primary stage of learning a new language, a brief assessment of the pupils’ attitude and enthusiasm for the language will be included in their pupil report.

At the end of the year a simple assessment grid will be completed which will give a graded assessment of how each pupil has progressed. 
(See School Assessment and Record Keeping Policy for further information on above)

Resources
We have collated all our French resources into a ‘French Box’. This contains a list of our French resources, books, dictionaries, games, tapes (audio/video) CD Roms etc. related to topics, programmes of study and MLPS support materials. All classes undertaking French display word banks in their classrooms. Resources are matched to activities in our forward planning sheets. There are a number of websites that can be found to support learning.

 www.bonjour.org.uk is one of them.

We occasionally have visits from one of the teachers from the local Secondary school who comes in to take a lesson with the pupils and we invite any local French speakers in to speak to the pupils when this is possible.

Allocation of time

The teaching of a modern language is included in the minimum of 20% allocated to Language. Allocation of time for component elements of Language is reviewed annually. Approximately one to one and a half hours per should be spent on teaching French. This may vary from term to term. 

Monitoring and Review
The policy is monitored and reviewed as part of the ongoing cycle of whole school development through the School Development Plan

 (See whole school Quality Assurance, Monitoring and Review Policy).

