Teaching Focus Problem Solving

NB Problem solving must be embedded throughout the mathematics curriculum. It should not be seen as a stand alone concept.

	Strand
	Aim
	Learning Outcome
	Curriculum Reference
	Core Skills

	Making Sense of Events & Making Things Happen
	
	Sensory
1. Experience a wide range of multi-sensory events
2. React to cause and effect events/multi-sensory events
3. Respond to cause and effect events/multi-sensory events
4. Show anticipation of cause and effect
	
	

	Problem Solving and enquiry 
	Use developing mathematical ideas and methods to solve practical problems
	Foundation
1. Explores objects and materials for properties and discovery

2. Uses cause and effect objects in structured/unstructured settings

3. Begins ‘planning out’ methods of solving practical problems


	Elaborated 5-14 

strand 36 step 4 - 7

Early Years – p68 


	Opportunities for the development of:

Exploring

Observing

Initiating (Confident Individual)
Responding (Effective Contributors)
Reporting (Confident Individual)
Predicting (Responsible Citizens)

	Starting, doing and reporting on a task
	Using a systematic approach to enquire and solve problems

Use past experiences to inform future planning
	Sensory
1. Understanding purpose of task

2. Can access resources

3. Can discuss meaning of task

4. Breakdown task into achievable parts

5. Pursue own ideas and strategies

6. Make decisions

7. Record and express outcomes

8. Hypothesise, evaluate, pose further questions


	Elab. 5-14 strand 36 step 7

5-14 level A-B

Early Years – p69
	Opportunities for the development of:

Understanding

Reasoning (Responsible Citizens)
Discussing (Effective Contributors)

Evaluation (Successful Learners)
Predicting (Responsible Citizens)
Reporting (Confident Individual)
Recording (Effective Contributors)
Observing

Reasoning
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       Bold – indicates links to the four capacities of A Curriculum for Excellence.

