Standard Grade Reading

Topic


Writing: The way a critical response is written is important. The following comment will give you information on:  spelling; expression, including sentence structure; the introduction and conclusion, where your ability to create and use topic sentences may be examined; punctuation, and any other feature of your writing which is worthy of comment. (Not every point will be commented on: It may be that one or two issues are highlighted to emphasise good aspects of the work and to indicate things that need your attention.)

Reading: At Standard Grade and beyond it is not enough to just say what a text is about. You have to make detailed comment on HOW a writer achieves particular effects. You must demonstrate understanding of the text, plus identification and explanation of the techniques used by the writer, but only to strengthen the point you are trying to make. You must try to evaluate the text. Evaluation involves your reaction to the text or/and a detailed description of the success of the text, closely backed up with analysis of the writer’s technique.
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“Mortal Engines” by Phillip Reeve is not just another lightweight fantasy – Discuss.








Well written – good structure. Watch spelling, ‘rapped’ should be wrapped. Expression. ‘sees that ‘should be thinks that.





You have answered the question.  More should be done however to discuss the actual techniques employed by the writer. You do mention ‘the deep gut’ and you do discuss, London, but, you fail to say how the setting affects the atmosphere of the novel, or, how it compliments character.





How do I go about improving my work?





Don’t look so puzzled. Look below and see what bookworm has to say.





3. Setting


Place: Although placement in time is obviously very important, many discussions of setting tend to focus on place and on those techniques, such as description and allusion to verifiable facts, that creates setting. As you read a work of fiction consider if the author just informs us that the action happens in a specific real place (Manchester), a fictional one (Milton), or merely a general place (an industrial city in the north). Does the novel describe landscape, cities, and interiors in great detail? What does each approach imply about the writer's attitude toward reality (or "the world")? What is the relation of a particular setting to a novel's main characters, and can you imagine them in a different setting. What happens in novels, such as Gaskell's North and South and Dickens's Great Expectations, when the protagonists appear in a new setting -- and what does that appearance in a new setting have to do with "what the book is about"?
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