Standard Grade Reading

Topic


Writing: The way a critical response is written is important. The following comment will give you information on:  spelling; expression, including sentence structure; the introduction and conclusion, where your ability to create and use topic sentences may be examined; punctuation, and any other feature of your writing which is worthy of comment. (Not every point will be commented on: It may be that one or two issues are highlighted to emphasise good aspects of the work and to indicate things that need your attention.)

Reading: At Standard Grade and beyond it is not enough to just say what a text is about. You have to make detailed comment on HOW a writer achieves particular effects. You must demonstrate understanding of the text, plus identification and explanation of the techniques used by the writer, but only to strengthen the point you are trying to make. You must try to evaluate the text. Evaluation involves your reaction to the text or/and a detailed description of the success of the text, closely backed up with analysis of the writer’s technique.
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Mortal Engines by Phillip Reeve is not just another lightweight fantasy – Discuss.








First Class Intro…  Good conclusion. Punctuation is fine to begin with but one or two mistakes later on.





To much on ‘our world.’ Concentrate on the novel itself. Yes, the book does make these comparisons. 





More analysis needed and more evaluation  


Carefully select quotation for the value, not only of the argument itself but its literary content. Keep quotes as short as possible.





How do I go about improving my work?





Don’t look so puzzled. Look below and see what bookworm has to say.





Offer a topic sentence indicating a basic observation or assertion about the text or passage.�
�
Offer a context for the passage without offering too much summary.�
�
Cite the passage (using correct format).�
�
Then follow the passage with some combination of the following elements:�
�
Discuss what happens in the passage and why it is significant to the work as a whole. �
�
Consider what is said, particularly subtleties of the imagery and the ideas expressed. �
�
Assess how it is said, considering how the word choice, the ordering of ideas, sentence structure, etc., contribute to the meaning of the passage. �
�
Explain what it means, tying your analysis of the passage back to the significance of the text as a whole. �
�
Repeat the process of context, quotation and analysis with additional support for your thesis or topic sentence.�
�
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