Standard Grade Reading

Topic


Writing: The way a critical response is written is important. The following comment will give you information on:  spelling; expression, including sentence structure; the introduction and conclusion, where your ability to create and use topic sentences may be examined; punctuation, and any other feature of your writing which is worthy of comment. (Not every point will be commented on: It may be that one or two issues are highlighted to emphasise good aspects of the work and to indicate things that need your attention.)

Reading: At Standard Grade and beyond it is not enough to just say what a text is about. You have to make detailed comment on HOW a writer achieves particular effects. You must demonstrate understanding of the text, plus identification and explanation of the techniques used by the writer, but only to strengthen the point you are trying to make. You must try to evaluate the text. Evaluation involves your reaction to the text or/and a detailed description of the success of the text, closely backed up with analysis of the writer’s technique.
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Mortal Engines by Phillip Reeve is not just another lightweight fantasy – Discuss.








Paragraphing is poor, particularly the introduction where you have split  it into FIVE separate paragraphs. The overall structure of the essay is weak, jumping from one thing to another  and sometimes back again. Some serious spelling mistakes.





Analysis is poor, as is evaluation. 





Too much concentration on what the novel is about as opposed to the techniques used by the writer.





How do I go about improving my work?





Don’t look so puzzled. Look below and see what bookworm has to say.





Read or reread the text with specific questions in mind.�
�
Marshal basic ideas, events and names. Depending on the complexity of book, this requires additional review of the text. �
�
Think through your personal reaction to the book: identification, enjoyment, significance, application. �
�
Identify and consider most important ideas �
�
Return to the text to locate specific evidence and passages related to the major ideas. �
�
Use your knowledge following the principles of analysing a passage: �
�



Create topic sentences based on the question.
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