
New Teacher Support

‘Scaffolding’ for helping insecure Intermediate 2 pupils write a Literature essay.

Before they write anything, work with them on a few Literature essay questions to boost their confidence. In other words, ‘Show, don’t tell’.

Write, or project, each question on the board, one at a time. Ask them to identify the key words. If they can’t, do it for them.

For example, here’s a possible approach for tackling an essay on ‘Remote’ by Bernard McLaverty.

(2004) Choose a prose work or group of prose works (fiction or non-fiction) dealing to some extent with a less pleasant side of life.

Show how this less pleasant side of life is portrayed and made more real for you by the description of the people and/or places and/or events.

In your answer you must refer to the text, and to at least two of: theme, language, structure, setting, or any other appropriate feature… (Would characterization do?)  

· Whilst highlighting key words, explain that ‘prose work’ can mean novel, short story etc. but in this case the word ‘fiction’, in parenthesis, alerts us to the fact that a short story would be OK.

· Comment on the words ‘less pleasant side of life’ and ask what they would say with reference to ‘Remote’ – this should make them latch on to the fact that one of the themes is isolation, the loneliness that can come from that and how a character can be affected by it.

· The words ‘description of people and/or places and/or events’ should alert them to 1) the old lady 2) the remote island setting 3) what she does that emphasises her reaction to it.

This might all seem very pedantic but these are, for the most part, Grade 3 or shaky Grade 2 Standard Grade pupils and, from an ‘experienced writer’ adult perspective we cannot assume that they are competent question readers and/or planners, yet … certainly less so than someone who has a strong Credit pass, or has already experienced Intermediate 2 in S4. Later in the session they should feel more comfortable, but at this stage they need the safety net of our ‘scaffolding’.

OK … now they should be ready to write the plan … with you.

Essay Plan:

Prose Text
-
 
Short story, ‘Remote’

Author

-

Bernard McLaverty

Less pleasant side of life -
Theme: Isolation and its effects on someone


Intro – ‘Manipulate’ the question, stating the text and writer, (Most Int. 2 pupils aren’t sophisticated enough to use an inspiring intro. so get them used to the idea of using a rewording of the question to start them off) and briefly state what story is about before mentioning which unpleasant side of life you intend to deal with.

Main Part
a)
Title & its significance



b)
Place – island setting, isolated croft house, distance from village & 


people … potential for loneliness



c)
Person – old lady, widowed, not originally an islander, no 




friends, state of mind + reasons/proof etc



d)
Events – engineering the lift, Xmas but no one to meet for coffee, 



the letter etc

Concl. – Final comments on how the old lady’s predicament was made more real … did it make you understand what someone could be driven to because of loneliness/isolation?

· Set up four groups – ask each to select two quotations (stop them calling them ‘quotes’!) that would be suitable to use for b) c) and d) with an appropriate comment to go with them.

· Give everyone five/ten minutes to write an intro. Have someone confident working on the computer so you can project his/her paragraph onto the board for class comment. Share some of the other intros. and focus on positive aspects & next steps. Focus on how, although they may present similar material they can be different yet may all be suitable in their own way.

· Share out the 4 Main Part sections between 4 different groups – collaborative working. Reinforce the idea of  ‘group goal’ but ‘individual accountability’. They will talk about what to put into their section of the essay as a group (so support each other) but, until you tell them, won’t know who is to read the section out to the rest of the class.

· Finally, ask everyone to write a personal conclusion for the essay.

· In advance, write an essay yourself to suit the question and, once they’ve done this task, issue it as an exemplar … or project it and discuss it with them, first.

Do something similar with the same story but a different question, in order to reinforce the idea that we need to select material relevant to the remit of a question.

They should now be able to have a go themselves. But don’t be surprised if they still need support.
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