
Critical Response to the Class Novel 

Standard Grade – Induction – ‘Face’ Benjamin Zephaniah

This type of essay need not be an obstacle course for you, if you stay calm and follow a procedure!

1 First, think what you have been asked to do: the purpose of the task. This time it was as follows:
Write an essay in which you consider how effectively the writer Benjamin Zephaniah reveals to the reader in his début novel ‘Face’ the changes that can take place in a character’s personality as a result of experiencing personal trauma.

2 The key words in this question are:

a. how effectively

b. debut novel

c. changes

d. character’s personality

e. personal trauma

3 What is the personal trauma you are going to use?

a. Who is the character you are going to focus on?

b. How many stages are you going to consider in explaining how the character is developed by the writer?

4 The next thing to do is write your introductory paragraph.  This should mention the novel title and who wrote it and maybe a brief personal comment on what you understand by trauma and your view on how such an experience could affect someone.

5 Next comes your brief summary of the relevant novel in a short paragraph.

6 You are now ready to start on the main part of the essay in which you will prove your point about how effectively the writer presents to the reader the changes that take place in your chosen character: 

Don’t forget that you need to make a POINT + GIVE 
PROOF (which might be a quote) + follow up with a 
personal COMMENT related to the point you’ve made.

Before you begin this part of the essay, you could select a few examples you have selected with your partner in discussion for each stage of your main part: consider what you’ll say about each.

Here (from a former pupil) is a possible way of using one of the examples as part of a paragraph for the main character before he encounters the trauma that is to change his life:

Martin is obviously the sort of boy who likes to be the centre of attention. When he and his friends go to the fair he rushes up to a policeman to alert him to the fact that he has seen a man with a gun. In reality, this is only an innocent situation of a man shooting at a rifle range, but the impression Martin gives is that it is much more sinister. The incident shows just how reckless he can be and makes the reader aware of his potential for trouble.

7 After you have dealt with each of the examples you have selected from this particular stage the writer reveals of your character, you can then decide on a change in the characterisation to prove your point. Develop each point in the same way that you have with the examples for the first stage of the character. Finally, move on to the last phase in the same way.

8 You should now be ready to write your conclusion. This is a restatement of whether you thought the writer had effectively made you think about how trauma can affect a character whilst, and after, you were reading the relevant novel. Avoid saying exactly what you did in the introduction and perhaps add something further about how it has changed your attitude to such a situation, or something similar.

9 Once you have written your 1st draft, read it through as if you were the marker, or reader, and decide whether it sounds sensible and fluent. Make changes/alterations/additions as necessary. Now proof read for technical errors. If you’re satisfied that this is the best you can (remember you’re aiming for a Credit pass!) then it should be ready for the teacher to give feed back, or formative assessment, before you redraft for folio.
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