"Skellig" by   






David Almond 

1) Describe the difficulties that Michael faces in the novel and explain how he feels about these difficulties. Write about the following areas of his life: 

home 



family 



friendships 



school 

2) Describe what Mina is like as a character and explain why her friendship is important to Michael. 

You may find the following page references useful: 33-6, 64-6, 86-90, 92-5, 

110-1, 129. 

3a) Skellig says he is "Something like you, something like a beast, something like a bird" something like an angel "(p.131) 

Find evidence in the novel to suggest that Skellig is; 

i) a man 



ii) a bird 



iii) an angel  iv) a supernatural being 

You may find the following page references useful: 23-5, 43-5, 60-3, 73-5, 91-5, 107, 124. 

b) Why do you think the writer makes Skellig's identity so mysterious? 

4) Mina says to Michael; "Sometimes we think we should be able to know everything. But we can't. We have to allow ourselves to see what there is to see, and we have to 

imagine "(pll0). 

Michael asks Doctor MacNabola; "Can love help a person to get better?" 

Think about the whole novel and try to explain; 

a) why imagination is an important idea in the novel. 

b) why love is an important idea in the novel. 

Write about events in the novel to help you support your answers. 

5a) Note down (using short phrases) examples of descriptions and images connected with birds and flying in the novel. 

b) How do the descriptions and images of birds and flying fit in with the ideas in the novel? 
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Symbol: an object or element which is used by the author to suggest an important idea in the novel. 

The writer uses flight and flying as a symbol in the novel "Skellig". 

Think about this question as you work through the task:- 

What does your group think that flight/flying suggests in the novel? 

TASK 

Your task is to create a wall display which explores the many references to flight and flying in the novel. 

1. Brainstorm to find as many references to things connected with flight and flying in the novel as you can. The record so far is sixteen - see if your group can equal or better this. 

2. For each of these references, look in the novel to find a quotation which relates to it. Write down the quotation. For example: 

reference 




quotation

Blackbirds 
-


 "The blackbird sang and sang." 

3. Choose a piece of A2 coloured paper to base your display around. Use paper, coloured pens or pencils and the instructions which follow to create your wall display. 

(a) create a central drawing which illustrates flight/flying in the novel.

(b) using a spider diagram, make links from the central illustration 

to the other references you have found in the novel. 

(c) write the related quotations underneath or next to the reference. (d) include illustrations for at least eight of the other references. 
(e) make your wall display as attractive as possible.
