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Task:

Write a book review of ‘Skellig’ by David Almond.  In this review you should give a brief account of the plot of the novel, describe Michael’s character and write about the importance of the ideas of taking flight, love and healing in the novel. You should try to 

write 2-3 sides of A4.
Now to complete this task, you need to plan to follow the stages outlined in the task and also remember to put in the important parts that you would need in any essay about a novel, poem or play.

Stage One - Introduction 
In a sentence, write down the title of the novel, the name of the author and explain why you have been reading it.  Include a brief statement of what you thought of the novel.

Stage Two – A Brief Account of the Plot

Write down the main plot events which take place, remembering to mention any characters which are important.  

Helpful Hints: 

1) don’t include events which are not so important, eg. when Michael is playing football at school. 
2) This section should be about half a page long.

Stage Three – Michael’s Character
Explain what Michael is like as a character and how he changes as the novel progresses.

Helpful Hint:

In order to do well in this section, you need to remember to use evidence from the novel to back up the points you make.






/Stage Four – Writing About Ideas

Stage Four – Writing About Ideas

1) You have already discovered that this novel is full of references to flight and taking flight.  Now try to explain why the idea of flight is important in this novel

Helpful Hints:

a) Think about how references to things that fly might help us to work out the mystery of who Skellig might be.

b) Think about what else might be thought to ‘take flight’ even if it is not in a literal sense.

3)  Think about the importance of love and healing in this novel – what does love change and how does it help to ‘cure’ things which are wrong in this novel.

Helpful Hint:


Try to show how all of these ideas link together.

Stage Five – Conclusion

Write about what you thought of the novel, its main characters, Skellig and the ideas in the book.

